Overwew of FOxBASE+

FoxBASE+ is a Database Man-
agement System (DBMS). Fox Soft-
ware Inc.. USA this type

" Kazl Sayeda Momtaz {(Sharmin)

one, it directly cxceutes the com-
piled pmgramme otherwise, it
and

of package. It is completely source
code compatible with dBASE 1il+, i.
e, all programmes and database
files created in dBASE Ill+ tun on
FoxBASE+ and therc is no necd to
modify the programme. [t is faster
than dBASE 1+ It can run on a
variety of hardware and operating
systems.

The following commands / fea-
tures, which are available in dBASE
I+, are not supported in FoxBASE+.
Therefore. no need to usc the
fullowing commands In FoxBASE+.
Il we do, we may get the error
message. “Feature not available™.
(1} ASSIST
(2] CREATE VIEW, CREATE VIEW FROM
ENVIRONMENT, MODIFY VIEW. SET
VIEW
(3] CREATE/MODIFY SCREEN
(4) CREATE/MODIFY QUERY <query
fHle name>
(5 SET CATALOG, SET CATALOG ON/
OFF. SET CATALOG TO. SET TiTLE
ON/OFF
(6] IMPORT/EXPORT command can-
not be used to Interface the data-
base file with "pfs” fics
(7}Support for file types DiF(Visicald).
WKS (Lotus 123) and SYLK
(Multiplan] is not availablewith COPY
and APPEWD FROM commands,
i. €. we cannot usc the following
commands :

-COPY TO Tesl TYPE WKS

.APFEND FROM Test TYPE SYLK

(8) All features of encryption and
linking of programme liles and
encryption of database files are not.
supported In FoxBASE+.

(9) The LIST/DISPLAY command of
dBASE lii+ Administrator is not sup-
ported in FOXBASE+.

{10) Application Generator is not
avaifable in FoxBASE+.

A built-in compiler FOXPCOMP is.
availablc to complle FoxBASE+ pro-
gramme files to generale object
‘modules with file type extension
“fox", The FoxBASE+ compiler com-
plles and oplimizes the programme
thoroughly. Therefore. the compiled
programmes run significantly faster
than the normal programmes, which
arc compiled while Dolng. When DO
command Is Use to execute a pro-
gramme file. FoxBASE+ first looks
fora compiled programme. Ifit finds

p the pro-
gramme mcs directly. We can use
the FOXPCOMP compiler at the DOS
prompt to compilc one or more
programme files, e. g,
C:\PRXPCOMP Test.prg
CNFOXPCOMP Test.prg Testl.prg
Test2.prg

From the second command. three
programme flle names are specified
separalely with a space. DOS “Wild
card characters™ (/7] can be used
to complle several files at a time

€ g
C:\FOXPCOMP T*.prg
C:\FOXPCOMP Address?.prg
With FOXPCOMP. the output files
can be stored in some other drive or
directory by using "—0" option e.g..
C\FOXPCOMP -08: T*.prg

Again we can use the “-¢” option
with FOXPCOMP to encrypt the com-
piled objecl modules, The encryption
of compiled programmes makes it
virlually impussible to determine
the original source code for an ob-
Jjeet modul and after compllation,
‘wemay remove the programme files.

FoxBASE+ permits up to 128 pro-
cecure. file. This helps reduce the
number of programme files. The
procedures are execuled very
quickly. Thus, by including pre-
gramme flles as procedures. and
cxccuting procedures Instcad of
programme files. the application can
be made to run slgml‘canﬂy faster,

FxoBASE+ built-in util-

TC <vartable> command causes the
screen image Lo be saved in the-
named variable and once a screen
has been saved we can display new
information on it and when we want
to get back the original screen, it
can be recalled from memory by
using EESTORE SCRESM /FROM
restored

within a Frachn of a sccond. The
screen save and restore facility s
cxtremely useful for providing
on-line help.

FoxBASE+ permits user defined
funetions. The user defined func-
tions can a programme file or
procedure in a procedure file.

FoxBASE+ introduces one-or two-
dimensional arrays. The arrays can
be ereated with the DIMENSION com-
mand e.

_DIMENSION NUM (10}

creates a onc-dimensional array
NUM. which can have 10 elements
and
DIMENSION X (2, 3

creates a two-dimensional {2 by
3) array X. We can usc the STORE
command tostore datainaarray, e.

g
.STORE 50 TO NUM {4]

We have to remember that
FoxBASE+ Permits up to 3600 ele-
ments inthe arrays. The data stored
inan array can be translerred to the
currentrecord in the aclive database
filc with the GATHER command.
Stmilarly, data from selected or all
fields can be transferred from the
current record of an active database
file to the specified element of a
specificd array with the SCATTZR
command. The main use of these
L\:lmma.nds is to transfer data from

ity - FoxBIND - to compile several
programme files into a procedure
file,

FoxBASE+ can open up to 48
files of all types, including 10 da-
tabase files. A total of 21 index files
can be opened concurrently. In
FoxBASE+, a database file can be
related to more than one database
file.

FoxBASE+ includes the foliowing
ihree commands which can be used
to design menus In programmes :
@ <row. col> prompt <expC>
[message <cxpCs
Menu to <variable>
SET MESSAGE TO <expN>

Thus, the menu generation com-
mand helps quick and easy design
of menus in application pro-
grammes.

In FoxBASE+ the SAVE SCREEN

27 Computer Jagat April 1984

file to an array with
scATTER process it and transfer it
back to that database file or a new
database file with OATHER. We have
toremember that SCATTER / GATHER
can be used only on the current
record of the active database file
and not on the entire database file.

‘The vaLiD clause can be used the
@ <row. col> GET command 10 per-
form a general validation of the in-
put data rcad through READ. The
logical expression AND. or OR. can
be used with the VALID clause to
express some condition.

The KEYBOARD command can be
used to fill the keyboard buffer with
specificd key-strokes

In addition to the ON KEY <com-
mand>, another varlation of ON KEY
permits a command / programme
to be executed on pressing a
particular key. As for cxample. the



syntax of the command s

ON KEY = <expN> <command>
where <expN> is the ASCIH value

of the particular key.

The FLUSH command flushes all
active buffer to corresponding disk
files 1. e., we need not close and
recpen files to transfer information
from buffers into files. Whenever we
want to transfer informaton from
buffers or mem variables in da-
tabase file(s), we have to use the
FLUSH command.

Agaln FoxBASE+ introduces
ALIAS( ) function. The ALIAS(}
ton returns the ALIAS of the se-
lected work area e.gd..

PALIAS (1}
Test

FCOUNT () function returns the
number of fields in the active data-
base file. Another UPDATED (} func-
tlon returns .T. if the variables have
‘been updated when the last READ
command was executed. This may
‘be helpful to determine whenever or
not the database file needs to be
written in the disk. Another SELECT
() function returns the number of
currently selected work arca. Again,
3YS (<expN>) returns much useful

¢

COMPUTER IN THE PARADISE
OF ARTS AND LITERATURE

Major Reaz Mahmud Khan (Retd.)

1. Introduction. The progress of
civilization is fully Indebted to sel-
ence. Industrial revolution of elght-
eenth century shared with our physi-
cal hardship. But people were not
satisfled with that only, they felt to
have some devices which will help
doing the huge task of humanbrain.
Computer is multipurpese gift of
siclence from her Inexhaustible
store. Day by day feld of work of
computer Is cxpanding. All the

es 0s sclence are success-

using computer very massively.

Recently the wider horizon of com-

puter has dominated beyond math-

ematics and science. It has kept its

gloribus foot step in the paradise of
Arts and Literature.

2. Engineers and Architectsare
using special type of software like
AUTOCAD for mechanical, techni-
cal and al drawing and

+
- parameters. Some of the common
eters are discussed here :
5YS (0 Returns machine name and
number.
SYS (2) Returns number of seconds
elapsed since midnight as a charac-
ter string. This function can be used
1o generate a random number
SYS (3) Returns a unique file name
8YS (5) Returns current default drive

name

SYS (6) Returns default print device
5YS (12] Relurns remaining avail-
able memory in bytes

SYS(13) Returns status of the printer
SYS (16) Returns the name of the
programme currently being ex-
ecuted

5YS {100) Returns the sctting of the
CONSOLE (ON / OFF] set with the SET
CONSOLE command

Afewmore useful options have been
added to the BROWSE command

\LSE Test
.BROWSE NOMENU
.BROWSE NOAPPEND
.BROWSE NOMODIFY

The NOMENU option prevents dis-
play of the menu which is normally
displayed on pressing the
CRTL+HOME keys. The NOAPPEND
oplion prevents the appending of
Tecords to the end of the database

design. Say, you want to furnish
your office, to see before hand how
does {t look you want to have a
sketch. Conventional method of
drawing requires number of draw-
ings for various arrangement. Com-
puter has made it easy, first draw it
on the computer screen. By press-

tng key you can shift the position of
any item or change the whale layout

the reom. From there you can
take any one arrangement you feel
like in a printed form.

3. Musle. Writer compose the
song, musiclan set to music, at last
an artist present it to the audience.
How computer can invalved here? It
may be a common question. But
today computer has a vital partici-
pation in musie. [t can look after the
whole technical side of music. Com-
puter 1s now quite able Lo create a
new tune or else a new tune follow-
ing the characteristics of the music
of the great musiclans. For example
you want to create a new tune simi-
lar of the music of Ustad Alauddin
Khan. Noproblem ..., put the char-
acteristics of the music of Ustad
Alauddin Khan In a computer.
Within a twinkle of an eye it will give
absolute new tune exactly like
Ustad's one.

4. Computer sclentistahave car-
ried out many experiment regard-
ing the creation of tunes by compu-
ter. It waslike that, some musicians
played their muslc tn front of a

LOMPULEL. Continued.

file in use and the NOMODIFY option
prevents modification of the data-
basc file contents during BROWSE.

The MODIFY COMMAND In
FoxBASE+ can support programme
files of up to 64 bytes in size. For
files larger than this size, we may
specify a new word processor
through TEDIT in CONFIG.db ar
CONFIG.fx.

The DISPLAY MEMORY command
InFoxBASE+alsodisplays dalastored
in arrays and screens.

HELP command in FoxBASE+
differs from the dBASE I+ HELP
command. If we use the HELP
command without any parameter
then FoxBASE+ displays all avail-
able commands / functions. It also

mand / function with the help of
arrowkeysand pressing ENTERKEYS
AND THEN FoxBASE+ displays a help
message for the selected commarid

/ function. So to get help for a
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particular command / function we
have to specify it after HELP com-
‘mand.

Again from MESSAGE (1), the
optional argument -1° with
MESSAGE () returns the source

«code for the last linc that has causes
the most recent error. It is mainly
use for debugging.

INKEY [ ) function immediately
returns the pending key-stroke or
returns “0". However, a numcric
argument can be used with INKEY (.
INKEY () function with argument is
matnly used in programme files o
wail for the user's response for a
specified number of seconds, before
proceeding further or using default
values if no key is pressed.

So FoxBASE+ is a powerful pack-
age. Actually without knowing
dBASE [+ we can start FoxBASE«. If
we want to know about FoxBASE+
we have to use It.

Relorence; dBASE 1l PLUS MADE SIM-
PLE with dBASE IV and FoxBASE+ ¢



Compuler analyzed il and soried
out the characteristics mathemati-
cally. Basing on this it created new
music. Those musicians were so
confused that they could nat be
confident to tell that those are not
their creation. Infact grammar gives
the infrastructure of music. Com-
puter can skillfully maintain the

mmar, During ‘Orchestra’ sepa-
ration, integration Rltration and
modulation of tunes of the various
musical instrumenis has become
casicr with the touch of computer.
‘International Federation of Infor-
mation Processing’ in their
Edinburagh conference 1968 dis-
cussed the topic “Prablems of em-
ploying computer for painting and
music”. Enormous memory ofa com-
puter can store music of various

es. We can get the serial history
of lolk song from this memoary as
well as find out the similarity
and dissimilarity with the music
of other edges.

5. Language and Literature.
Philological research is a very mo:
notonous Job. Say one philologist is
carrying out a research on the spe-
clality in the use of words and lan-
guage in the composition of Shake-
speare. Whale composition are al-
ready In the memory of computer,
within a couple of moment it will tell
youaparticular word has been used
how many times {n which composi-
Lion even in which page. Figurative
meaningaword in diflerent stations
can be brought out also. Even com-
puter can verlfy the hypethesisalso.
Thus it has made easy the philologi-
cal analysis. Preparation of diction-
ary for the writings of particular
writer can be done by computer,
Recently there were a controversy
about the writerof lliad and Odessy'.
According to some critic the writer
was same, others’ views were differ-
enk. A comparatlve evaluation,
analysis and criticism was done by
computer and reascnably could
prove that the writer of these two
composition Is same. Compuler can
do sctting of words, readjustment of
structure, setting rhythmic on be-
half of the poet himself. As a result
computer can cut short the mo-
notonous part of creative Job:

6. Spectrum of Painting. Com-
puter can never replace an artisL.
But it can appear as a ‘living casel’,
In France the cartoon cinema pro-
ducers have already started using
computer. Artist draw picture like
boat. house, river ete. himsclf. Af-
terwards he can add or even change

Video Galaxy
The multimedia TV/Video Interface for PC

AZTECH announce thelrfaselnating '-’i'nd 5-Video, With the help of the tuner,

innovation of multimedia VIDEO
GALAXY combining text and graphics'in
an interactive way, VIDEQ GALAXY
enables to mix what is on computer
screen with Imformation coming in from
VCRs, Video Cameras and live TV
singnals, VIDEO GALAXY , a mulli-
media interface for computer that can
use o integrate video and audio sources
from videa discs, VCRs, Camcorders, TV
signals and combine them with VOA
graphics to produce stunning multine-
dia presentaticns.

VIDEQO GALAXY offers 4 vidco
sources and has four  scparate audio
sources and also equipped with a Tuner

it can preset upto 50 TV channels (both

. VHF & UHF). A highly sophisticated new

technology, Ultralock ™, locks on Lo
video signal quickly and aceurately. so
tuning is a snap. VIDEQ GALAXY sup-
ports both NTSC and PAL signals and
an on-screen remote controMer helps Lo
have complete eontrol over different
fucntions such as picture quallty, (hue,
saturation, brightness and contrast
levell, sounds channel solution. frame
capture.

For any further Information please
contact with AZTECH's distributor for
Bangladesh Infotech Ltd. 41/] Kazl
Nazrul Islam Avenue. Tel; 814684, @

SUMMAGRAPHICS CORPORATION INTRODUCES CORDLESS
. PRESSURE SUMMASKETCH FX TABLET

Summagraphics Corporation, the
world leader In graphics tablets, un-
velled Lhe company’s irst desktop tablet
with a cordless pressure stylus the
SummaSketch FX ™, the industry
standard and number one selling desk-
top tablet.

‘The SummaSketch FX-1s designed
Jor drawing tntensive such

as graphic arts, fllustration and anima-
tion. The 12" x 12" and 16" x 12" active
area tablets use clectromagnetic
with a pen-like. th

stylus which incorporates 256 levels of
pressure sensitivity.

“The SummaSketch FX brings the
high standards of Summagraphics prod-

their position to get his desired pic-
turc. Computer can fill up the inter-
mediaie portion of small part of a
cinema. Electronic graphicarts has
added a new dimension in graphic
design and decoration. It is only
possible controlling color combina-
tion and depth accurately with a
computer. Bio corrosion and natu-
ral disaster destroy the paintings
dravwn on paper, canvass or various
conventional media. Color can be
blurred with the passage of time.
While doing the copy of a palnting
copier artist add something unin-
tentionally, That's why It 1s too dil-
Neult to have an exactly same copy
of a painting. Now a days with the
latest computer scanner we can
store the paintings in a computer
memory which can be reproduced
alter & day.

7. Canclusion. Some people con-
siderartsand literature isvery much
touchy, They want to carefully keep
it away from any such artificlality.
But it will not be wise expanding
more effort, what we can save. It is
impossible to create something
purely computer alone. But we can
save our valuablc time. Thus within
this limited life time samcone will be
able to give more to civilization. &
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uets,

and an industry standare! forma io the
eorless pressure market, The lablets
alsa incorporate our unique corced/
cordless convertlble transducer feature,
first introduced on large-format
Summagrid ™V (ablets, Users can
swilch the stylus form corded to cord-
less in seconds, depenging on thelr pref-
erence, or if the battery in a cordless
stylus in running low, they can convert
It to AC power simply by attaching the
card,

For further details you may contact
to Applied Computer Techaologies,
23 New Bskaton Road, Dhaka,
Tel: 8336470

Xircom Announces Second
Generation Pocket Ethernet
Print Server

Xircom's Pocket Ethernet Print

Server IL like the original Pocket
Ethernet Print Server, attaches parcallel

" printers to a local area network [LANY,

over Lhe LAN regardless of location.
Xircom has added seveal new featuresto
improve perforoance and simplify net-
work printing for users and LAN admin-
istrators.

The Pocket Ethernet Print
Server T is Its abilliy (o support an



expanded number of network operating
systems. The print server now supports
Novel! Net Ware 2. 1x and above, Microsoft
LAN Manager. Microscft Windows NT
and IBMLAN Server, Additionally, the
print server supports UNLX (TCP/IP] Net-
working. It has windows-based print
view network printer management soft-
ware which provides an casy-to-use lcon-
based graphical interface .

The Pocket Ethernet Print Server I
operates at data trensfer retes up to 600
l(Bpa via & high-performance parallel
port.

The Pocket Ethernet Print Server
I comes with a lifetime warranty and
comprehensive service and suppart plan.

For further informaton: Applied
Computer Technologies, 23 New
Eskaton Road, Dhaka. Tel: 833647.9

Mr. Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury, Man.
aging Director, Biman Bangladen
Alrlines inaugureted the computer-
ised Aircraft Spares Inventory Control
System at Biman Hanger Complex, Zia
Internationa! Alrport, Dhaka on 18
March, 1984,

The Alraraft Spares Inventory Con-
trol Byatem has been designed and
developed by IBCS-PRIMAX Seftware
mm.mluhluu. alocal software com-
sject was funded by Inter-
natlu!la.l Civil Aviationa Organisation
{ICAQ). This system supparls on line
&nd real ime trangactions based on
unlﬂ!d database for stores. purchase
functions of Biman,

SEMINAR ON
EMERGING
TRENDS IN
COMMUNICATION

A seminar of "EMERGING
TRENDS IN COMMUNICATION"
Jointly organized by Business Com-
munication & Automation Ltd.
(BCA) & 1BM was held at Hotal
Sonargacn on April. 05 1994. The
seminar was Inaugurated by the
Honorabie state Minister for Sclence
& Technology Prof. M. A. Mannan. In
his Inaugural speech Prof, Mannan
stressed the need of wircless tel-
scommunication for the overall de-
velopment of the country. Dr. Jim K.
Omura, Founder & Chairman of
CYLINK CORPORATION, USA was
the main speaker in the seminar. The
ssminar  was attened by
ropressentatives of government agen-
ctee, multi-netional companies, Incal
& foreign financial insttutions and
private organizations. The main em-
phasle was on_high speed computer
data communication by using wire:
1ess modems. Busine
Commuication & Automatlon Ltd.
[BCA Is the exclusive distrbutor of
CYLINK CORPORATION and their
products In Bangladesh. o

mlo 18 8 very large database system
conslsting of 86 screens. 200 reports
and 50 processes. It took about 20
manths effort to destgn and develop the
system engaging six IT profeseionels.
The system was desinged and devel-
oped using ORACLE Relaticnal
DataBase Management System. Cur-
rently the system s up and running
with live data.
In the opening speech General Man-
ager stores and purchase of Biman,
Capt. Ogba gave a brief outline of the
system features and parameters. He
also sald that this Is the first Ume in

BIMAN INTRODUCED COMPUTERISED
SPARES INVENTORY CONTROL SYSTEM

Bangladesh that such a large online
system has been developed by local
expertise.
The Man Derector of Biman, Mr.
A. Muyeed Chowdhury in his address
said that he was surprised and proud
that alocal software company and their
experts could develap such a large and
complex sysiem. He sald that Biman
hes entered intoa new ern by inroducing
this computerieed system. He encour-
aged and appreciated the role of
IBCS-PRIMAX. He also wished and
hoped that IBCS-PRIMAX would de-
velop simifar big and complex systems
inthenearfuture end would contribute
more in National level computerisa-
tion, He urged upon Biman personnel
ta avail this opportunity by using the
onfine integraied system to get the
maximum beneflt.
Mr. A. Y. M. Ahmed, Maraging
Director, 1BCS-PRIMAX Softwars
(Bangladesh) Ltd. expressed his grat-
tude to Biman for therr endless effort
and co-operation towards the success-
ru1 completion of the project. He alaa
d Biman, ICAD, UNDP and BCC
rnr giving such an opportunity to a
local software house. Other Biman Di-
rectors and high officlals were present
on the occasion.

Some of the programmers who developed the Biman's Inventory Controt System

New AS/400 To Support Power PC, Work Place OS

©f USA Is launching a new high-end
model to ita AS/400 line, while A
evolves the midrani

P FO5. but offers 20%
more throughput via a faster CPU
and supports 30% more disk storage.

adopt PowerPC and cbject-nﬁented
technolgay.

The company will top off its cur-
rent Fline with the 9406 Model FB7.
The system is same as the previous

IBM may al anewlme
of AB/400 systems bullt with faster
BiCMOS chips, along with a new ver-
sion of O5/400 that incorporates ob-
Ject-oriented technology. IBM pro-
grammers are using Taligent Inc's
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frameworks architecture to develop
an O5/400 *personality” module ta
run on the WarkPlace OS, [BM's next-
generation opéraling syslem based
on the Camegie Mellon University
Mach microkernel, A personality
module allows epplications written
for that OS to run on the system
unchanged. ¢



P. 8. Raju of Compaq Asia says -
Compaq Enjoys The Best
Ownership Experience In Bangladesh

Mr. P.S Raju - Business
Development Manager of Compag
Computer's South Asia and Indochina

servers and rest notebocks. India.
Pakistan and SriLanka 13 walting
eagerly for the Compaq's new

said in an

interview with Computer Jagat that
thanks to great effort of two Compaq.
dealers In ladesh, DesBtop

Contura

He explained that this fast

Computer Connection 1Ltd. and
Flora Ltd. Compaq brand has
earned a commandable market
share and respectable fmage it rightly
deserves. “It Is best awnership
experience” said an aglle and smart
Marketing executive Raju.

Replying to a question on possible
segmentation of dealership Raju said.
“We want to make our operation
profitable. World Is now business
oriented, we lfke to attract various.
market segment by encouraging the

+ dealers to focus and concentrate on
certain area depending on their
expertise and experlence.”

Om overall computer market trend
of Bangladesh Mr. Raju said, “Now
Bangledesh poised in a position where:
from they can emerge as a reglonal
computer clite in near future. the
direction is well-set. So they should
shun cheap clone and should go for
renowned brand products. Brandless
computers shall enly put the clock of
progress 3/4 years back again.”

Mr. Rafu [nformed that in South
Asian reglon desktop PCs contirbute
65% of Compag's total sales, 14%

market segment presents
users with systems which are smaller
than the standard lettersized notebook
PCs, Mr. Raju added that the prices
have been kept as low as possible.

Mr. Raju who visits Bangladesh
market quite often and have a close
tab on every minor development,
predicted that Bangladesh financial
sectoris going to take-off and Compagq
1s very much ready to meet the demand
with standarized hardware platform
with lot of banking applications

“Inbanking sector Compagq's server
ProLient is dolng a modest business
due to its highly favourable price-
performance ratio. dependability and
ease of ownership® said Mr. Raju, He
continued with vibrant zeal-"In
Banking sector dependibility is very
impartant in terms of fault tollarance
and server management, these
features are bulit-in In ProLlent
server.” He sald that ProLient is
doing excellent bustness In India,
Pakistan and h.

On Small Office Home Office
(SOHO) market prospect in Asla Mr.
Raju said, “Though we sce SOHO
market as very Important and

P. 5. Raju

emerging one but there exist too
much of lag with USA, the lag period
Is one year.” In this context Mr, Raju
informed that market response of
Compaq's SOHO product Presario
In India recently is phenomenal. In
February 300 units of Presario were
sold in India alonc.

Informing on business expansion
of Compaq Mr. Raju sald that Compag
opened a branch office in India this
March headed by a Country Manager,
Apart from Singapore, Compag has
subsidiaries In Malaysia, Thatland,
Taiwan, Korea and Hong Kong.

Compaq which is doing booming
business in South Asla and Indochina
largely due to excellent effort of this
market's Managing Director Tan Kok
Him and his equaily able New Market
Business Development Manager P.S.
Raju, expecting a optimistic sales
growth this also. In 1993 they
haveachleved their budgeted target of
$12 million in this market. &

‘Azam Mahmood

Agrani Bank Buys a Currency Dispenser at Taka 19 Lac!

It is learnt rellably that Agrani Dank
is going to purchase a cash Dispenser/
Automated Teller Machine (ATM] for its
flagship Press Club branch. The pub-
lished tender had lot of ies such

On demanstration of the machine it
was found merely as a currency Dis-
penser or In other word a smart cash
counter, through which a cardholder

as (a} only 5 days were given to submit.
the affer (b) it thatwithin

fmoney
dispensed and there its function ends.
Th

10 days a practical demonstration in
Dhaka was required (c} delivery of the
machine within 30 days was a must (d)
cash Dispenser and ATM were treated as

not interface the
branch banking system of the Bank.
nelther it can communicate with the
Host Computer that Agrani Bank has at
1ts head office.

The essence of a self Service Banking

same type of equipments ete.
Th sur-

prisingly all the three companies offered
for the same brand and model of cash
Dispenser. As it was a fixed game, de-
spite complaints from several computer
vendors and other knowledgeable peo-
ple. the bank for very strange reason
decided to go for the cash Dispenser at
the cost of people's money.

Teller machine used wm:ly
world over are as follows: = —
Cash Withdrawal
Deposit

Transfers

Statements

Balance Enquiry

Draftand Travellers Cheque Request
Utility Bill Payment

Request for Check Book
and Full Statement

Notice of Withdrawal

Loan Application

Other enquiries ete.

An Automated Teller Machine should
be networkable with ATM controllers
and should be interfaced with main
computer system or branch computer of
the bank.

The decision of Agrani Bank to facili-
tale its customer with a modern techno-
loglcal gift is praisewarthy but the burn-
ing question is that should they buy a
Stand Alone Curreney Dispenser with-
outany function of ATM at a astronomic
price of Tk. 19 1ac? We want proper value
of the money spent. we don't want that
smart foreign manufacturers should
dump a absolete model in a poor and
resource starved country like us. @

J The English pages are sponsored by COMPUTERLINE
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