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A First Look at Windows NT Server

We know Microsoft for many years
due o its DOS operating system for PC.
Mitrasoft's Windows NT. on the other
hand. is very new for users in this
country even it is existing in the

Windows NT Server 3.51 in wmy L.L’bolé

> with greal curiosily. By that
eand @ Jot of things about this
pawerful 32 bit stil.

The installation procedure of NT
appenrs 1 be quite simple, The setup
scigens bear the essence of Windows
3.1, The setup procedure follows ihe
scquenice as we watch in Windows 3.1,
However, the knowledge of Windows 3.1
setup is not enough to answer all the
querics on subjects like Domain
Networking. File System. and Network
Card Setup.

Ler me provide you a plain

51 tion of NT installation. [ had to
rom Wlnt\uwx NT boot disketie
selup  progan
nummaumuy 73 blue setup screen
appeared in text mode with simifar get-
up as Windows 3.1° setup screen. 11
autaimatically identified the presence of
IDE hard "disk. CIRRUS LOGIC
compatible VGA chip, NE!
compatible network card. It 1 my
chotee an file system. Windows NT can
use three types of fle systems, These
arc NTFS (NT File system), DOS FAT
and HPFS (High Performance File
Systcm). DOS FAT s the tdustry's
most widely ased 16 bit file system.

e operating systems,

Tthe oaat M of

e HPFS. usually offered by

IBM with its O8/2 operating system,

can also be used by NT. but not DOS,

1s @ file uystem which is fast,

fault tolerant and inore secured from

wirus. This file system is nol accessible

when. huﬂu:d lrnm DOS or OS/2.

rains can use it from

DGS ehell when Pc is_running under

NT. I did not choose NTFS, as 1 was

afraid of uu.slakrnly lnslng my present

setup of Windows 3.1 along with many

other applications. documents and

I was rather interesied to keep

hn!h of Windows 3.1 and NT in the C:
dri

" therefore. chose installation of NT
on Lhz existing DDS FAT system. After
copyiug the primary sct of filcs into
C\WINDDW \SYSTEM32, the setup
program lurned from text made to
graphics mode, similar to Windows 3.1,
and copied rest of the NT files. At nst,
NT setup program floated a window
telling inc that the installation was
completed and a reboot of PC was
desired. NT liles swalluwtd about
10OMB of my C: drive

While uhuung a simple menu
appeared on the screen listing the
Windows NT and MS DOS. 1 did nothing
Lut waited : NT started loading its
kernel. it being the first item
menu, The b s blinking
uniusually fast then. | could sense that
a stronger force, compared to the usual

DOS, was working on my PC 1o unleash
the hidden power i
NT floated a small window saying 10
press Cirl-All-Del to log in in the NT
environment. This unigue key
combination surprised me as it did not
amean W rebool a PC. a moét conl
op:ﬂuun in DOS arena. Afler pressing
this combination. i could log in to the
NT a2 “administrator” 5 very long log-in
name unlike NetWare 4.1 (admin] or
UNIX [root]. The Ing in procedure
includes password feature to secure
unauthorised access.

Lets go back to the scenario of my
last logein scesion. 1 could see the
familiar Windows 3.1 prograim groups
like "Main', ‘Avcessories’, Games' elc.
even the items in these groups were
alimost the same. It relaxed ny tension
of learning someihing mew. The
Windows-3.1-like appearance of NT. on
the other hand. developed a negative
fecling too. Now, | started wondering.
whether NT was a program with power
similar to Windows 3.11 Well. 1 did a
small test to check its power. | ran the
File Manager program :nu copied &
dircetory containing 1544 files,
spanning 31.4 MB of disk space. to
another directory. It ook just three
minutes to do the Jobl Then. | deleted
that directory with all 1544 files. NT did
it in a bit took only thirty five
seconds! (Later, I the ‘same
experiment with NT on COMPAQ
m scrver with EISA bus and

minutes and deleting took |
did the same tasks using Windows 3.1,
which took Lwenty minules (o copy
1544 files and twelve minutes (o delete
al of them. 1t disappointed me. By this
moment. | started fo reveal that | have
wasted my valuable time in using
Windows 3.1. My faith on NT not only
revived. rather it scored a sironger
image in my mind.

I was eager (o run my DOS and
Windows programs. | ran MS Office for
Windows [not for Windows Nﬁ Yes. |
could run WinWord 6.0 an er
windaws based programs en \y NT
server. Also | eould run DOS based
programs. Running DOS and Windows
based p m in NT is possible as it
features & 16 bit shell [process or
subsystem) for windows or DO
applications. This shell would allow =
progran o run as long as it will not try
to make a direct acl::iL to the hard
disk. It means you fun a program
that calls 3 hardhware devive subsystem
through operating system intcrface.

1 liked the using of NT Server as a
operating system to run DOS or
Windows :1‘: ‘applications. In the Novell
NetWare. you will find that it conflnes

the PG sorver 16 NLM programs only.
The DOS. Windows and OS/2 based
applications cannot be run here Lo
cxploi the speed and pawer of NetWare,

e

scenario with NT is rather

DOS. Windows and 0S/2 applications.
Many 32 bit Windows applications will
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run under NT. As for example. MS
Office for Windows 95 will run an NT.
There are many other NT-specilic
applications too.

NT uses separate 1emory arca for
cach application. This,protects the
operating system from being hung due
10 a mis-behaving application. This
results in a very stablc gperating
environment compared to Windows 3.1,
Therefore. the up time of NT is longer.

For power users NT is a good news.
It supparts upto 32 processors. With NT
you are not confined o Tntel processor
even. I runs on some industry
standard RISC processors, These are
DEC Alpha AXP, MIPS and PowerPC.
s willieet the requircinent of high
processing power as required i
operations. eaiculation tonitve
procedures ete.

Then, desirously | wanted 1o see the
tot based cominand prompl. which s
known as DOS shell in Windows 3.1. To
my comfort, | found a lot of usual DOS
commands. As for example-ver, md, ¢,
rd, dir. copy. xcopy, format. fc. help,
label. Ciree, hackup. restore,
chidsk et all of them were

. [n addition to these. there ware
/1P 8l simple commands ike ping.
fip. r.wr netstat, telnet ete, Some
the DOS commands Hke xcopy. pnm
format. doskey. dir. del etc. have
inproved functionality in NT. The ver'
command in DOS displayed *M$
Windows NT 3.517

1 had some upplications residing on
Novell NetWare 3.12 server. However, in
my first atiempl. NT could not dectect
or connect the NetWare server from File
Manager. (In NT. File Manager is the
program which discovers the other
servers running NT and Novell
NetWare.) Later. | found that, listing
and using of Novell NetWare servers
sequire enabling of “Gateway Service for
NeiWare®. So. | enabled it from
Network® program « of Contral Panci of
Man p Then. 1 could log
i s "SUPERVISOR nlo the NetWare
.12 server. The NT. however, would 1ot
execute the system login script of
NetWare. | had to map the NetWaie
volumes from File Manager to use the
applications and documents there,

| van SYSCON menu utility from
/PUBLIC directory of $YS: volume in
NetWare 3.12 server. Yes, | could
supervisory from here. Next. | logged in
s ‘ADMIN' into our NetWare 4.1 1 coukd
map volumes to drive letiers and use
applications and documents here.
However, | could not supervise
(administrate) NetWare 4.1 unlike
MetWare v3.1%. Actually. | could nat run
‘NETADMIN or "NWADMIN' progranm.
The plain reason behind this inability

NT does not support
iechoology of NetWare 4.1. However,
administrating NetWare 4.1 is not a
problem for me as there are many other
DOS/Windows FCs in the same network
which | may use to do the same.

iConld, on page 62)




[NEWS WATCH

Siemens Nixdorf Targets
Asian Sales

Internet Fair of
Grameen Cybernet
met. one of 1he on-

internet service provider in
Bangldesh. organiged an aternet fair
from 3rd 1o 5th Deeher al Allianee
Trandose auditorivim in Dhaka. Differcm
technigues and facilicies of L
shown in this fabe and e "
yateuss also be displaved.
rameen Cyhoemet provided special
offers for the speelators such as (ree
free advertiscnwnt

Slemens Nisdarl AG aims Lo wore

of Siemens Nixdorf Axcl Hass
by the year 2000 the mos! Asian growil
would he in China. lndonesia. Malays
and India. He nlso sald, e was confide
that the company would increas

Asian sates by 40 fo 50 peres
over U st four years. e lained 1
Sietens Nedors 13 the fastee rowing T

is Asia,

ISN Provides Free

facllicies like vopy protection and
passwor systenn will this Abaha Hishab
softwzre. Mr. Chiowdlary claims that the
denand of Abaha Hishiab is increasing
day by day.

Hospital Computerization

National lustitute for Cardiovascular
and Hospital has been computarized
Ea l every site & seclion of Lhis
hospital would be momitored througl
computer. Compuierzation of rhis
lospital i one of U bost stops i the
field of compuierization in Ba

other report adds that BIRDEM
Hospiral would alse be compaterized
saon and all the official activities would

In web page. surpise disco

New Web Page Floated

Recently, i new web page named
Web ra Bangladesh (WEB) was floated
in the Internct. An arganigation “Web
Ers Bangladesh” composed of multi-
lise) Ary professionals has initiaicd
the Weh Bage and woull update the
prge o tine to tine on regular basis
witls cureent eins,

of nternet frm

ose the hute

( cte Demunst.ratmn of Internet | "

First enline Internet Provid

senreh and tive knowledee
this demonsiration. 1SN
sourees expressed
abjectives ol this free demonstratio s o
ex et fuchlit

well as ofler people.

maintained through computer
networking. This renowned lospital is
wnder the process of conputerization.
Aminur Rusul Becomes CNE
Md. Aminur Rusul has successfully
compleied CNE [Coertified NetW
Exginiees] course on Neovll Notware

Uit the main

Datapro Infoworld Lid. India i
Nowell Authorized Edu

3 1o ihe

s of the venture
expusune of vur counly
.10 publicize
nel work for a
interactions, Lo
) undersianding and
mong U nations worldwide.
Kiress af the web page
i wwwvbangla.net fwebera and the E-
mail address of thie organization is
webera@ bangla. net

The tsin
will b to giv
ta Un- au
I
hetier huy
Iaster !mm

Ussers of 1

Abaha Hishab— an Easy
Accounting Software
Mr. Shamsul Hagu

owner of Aulomation Engineers. said
that their acvounting softwar
Hishab is fully tested
s soltware can gt facilitics 1o |

customize as their own demands,
Autmnation engineers offers ofhor

owiliary, Mr. Toasul, Computer Euginesring
graduate, also enmpleted extensive iraining
o1 nelworking from CMS Computers Ltd
Mumhal aud 1tas panticipated aa o training
ram of SUN hardware S0 E
Mr. Rusul bs a Network Engineer in [BCS-
PRIMAX Saltware (B} Lidl

Abaln
nd casiest one.

Windows NT Server

{Contd. from page 53}

ry mnch interssted to cheek the TCR/IP
xupctiiy of NT (o SCO Unix PG scrver and HP-UX (nmx.
Rj sed Miniiaine scrver. | configured the TCP/IP host

nantns . eklvenacs of my NT server first and activated the
TP/ services. | suceecded 1o ping the SCO Unix server,
Ping 10 HP-UX was also suce stul. | could (elnet both, the
unix servers. ‘the NT server o sarver saftware s well

5 client program. | ran TP Cliont progeam from u
P and SCO} 1o open connedtion with NT FTP Scrver.
coull exchange some files behween NT server and both unis
hosts via (ip. | ran FTP program on NT fe connecl, 10 unis
hosts. This was also suceessiul,

1 executed the “Mail” (MS Mail] elicnt program Ir
“Avvessories” in group. The NT progeam showed its
smartness this tie. 1L Hoaled an iformational message dal
ME Mail client could not be run as the WorkGroup Post
Office or any other Post Office was not conflgured. By
defaule, NT comes with a WorkGraup Fost Ofllce whicly

ion inside e nctwork only. NT offurcd
t Office. 1 wanted o do that.
acverad lbsca, the. M5 Maﬂ Pmn
Office for 2 WorkGroup was completed. | sent a v
uyscll-which | received on-line within few sceonds.
Everything in NT secmed very easy and visual, 1 coukl
configure services like TCP/IP, Mail. NetWare Galeway,
Printing very easily without knowing any command
Conflguration of these types of serv i other nelwork
operatian systemns, particularly in unix, is very complex ancd
requires extensive experience. My exporient atier
g systems In conjunclion with: using
knawlrngr of Windows 3.1. casily led me to do so many
things with NT in @ very short period witich | would never
expec! from other opcrating systems yel. The smariness of
NT should also be mentioned with grace that saved valuable
Ve and efforis. &
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HIGHER DIPLOMA
COMPUTER SCIENCE

WORD PERFECT. LOTUS. 0BASE, FOXBASE,
FOXPRO, QUATTRO-PRO. SPSSPC+. MS WORD|
WITH WINDOWS, HARVARC GRAPHICS, D. T. P

GWBASIC CBASIC, PASCAL,

SRSl SRR, et
PROGRAMIING Erci et

lwqm_.;

DﬂMPuTER MAINTENANCE, TROUBLE
SHOOTING, BASIC ELECTRONICS, HARD-
WARE REPAIRING & REPLAGING . POWER
SUPPLY. COMPUTER ASSEMBLING
W L LDEST AND LAROEST COMPITER Mar
TUTION IN BANGLADESH AND WE HAVE NO BRAN
LINKS INTEHNATIONAL
COMPUTER COLLEGE
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IR, o
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