Enghsh Section

Bangladesh Is Striving for
Rapid Use of ICT at all Strata

Tarique M Barkatullah

2 & developmg  couniry,
% Bangladesh & striving to aedte
an environmant B rapid
dissemination of [C'T & all strala of the
socidy. Iy this regped, Govemnment of
Bamgladesh huas shown Kem mterest @ this
septor JCT isregarded as atlou g sedor aud
the present Governmad has pladged to
buwdld up a digital Bangladesh wilia 2021
The adivilses to realzee Vision 2021 Digial
Baspladeds lias led to the mprovenant of counlry faskisg o
e World e-Readiness Index and Gantna Rapart published m
[recanter 2000 lbas inchided Bangladesh wiha the lst of 30
ded mations fof ool sourcing
Whike e develped countrics of the world bave exploited
the potastial of science and technology @ national
developinest, developing  countrses bave [allen behind
Rewurce constraint, madequate ICT capacity, and ladk of
apprecigim of the powea of ICT may be cied as the rewsons
The revolutimmay developmant in the feld o ICT has apened
up new apprtunies for developing cauntries to move fonwand
m the path of progress by ralimally explodling its polential In
view ol ilat, B sz ndesly las bess spiang to aclieve oo ainic
development  through ibe mpplicatisn  of Sciawce  aind
[y formution and Communication  Technology (1CT) The
Govaninat of Bangladesh has tdoan stops i this conection.
The Govermment focuses on the raduction of poveny by
applying ICT, moresse i efficsency, productivity, Lraysparancy,
acgess to mipma on by e ciens. Cigoms o loge will be
anpowered with necessay mfeonation  for efficiency
parfimmin g ther tasks.

Mational Policy on ICT

The goverpmant s commited {o maie Bangladesh Digdal
by 2020, The preseid Govermmesd has conssdaed [CT as
driving ook for Secio-Econamic Developmeast, Conssdaing
e expedaion & commiment, the Govanment has adopted
e Mational 1CT Policy on Juby, 20009 wlisch cay be comsidered
as o Road Map of Vision 2021 Dagital Bangladesl.

Thepolicy ains ol mplanastang 36 acdium demns of diont
(18 months of besap mid (5 yerrs or bess) and long tem (L0
years of less) action dems alined wils the general national
goals while the strategsc themes are areas wilia the broad
chjjedives that con resdil bened®t fom the vze of 10T These
goaks complimants the U Resolitiom &4/ 8T declaaion
recopnizing pivotal rode of [CT in pronoting development,
mcluding with respect to enhaneang secess bo mlonnatson mad
comumanicatsny tedmolegies, mter alia, through partneship
with all relevant aakdwolders

The Crovervamant of Banpladesh e oughs banidey of Science
and ICT MoSHCT) has matiated numbea of projects and
programs to achieve the objedives of Matimal ICT Poliey 2009
amd UM Millonismn Developines Goaal Motshle snpoing
projeds awd prograins of the govanmnend under Minsy of
Sciwce mud Information & Conununicaion Tedmology ae
giveds i the table beloa

Sl PFrojeds [ Programs

01 Bl hmand of Besdc
Irlrastruchioe of HiTes
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Lairiechiond,

131 Mabila Paymant galeesay
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15 Machra Resdali«
Pamiport and 'Y oia

16 Fibar Optic Cable Hanufactunng  Stamed June 3311
17, Global s Baid i 1ndes Barigl achash ranking mprosed

1B 1O [reheiiry & chssamnl & T v B g ksl icabd [T cxom iy
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& Timar IT [BO} clirsidoypacd AF1S rinrtkond
bt amen gl Vha AFTS
Apart o ese projects all other govanment ministries
depantn ennts / ogan e at s have taken projects and progams
atilizing ICT for economic anancipalion snd development of'e
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wnderprivileged mass. Seine of the notewoarthy aolawe cndents
doployment o

Ol Conynunity e-Centers, Ouline Hajj numuagenant,

2, Online Public Exam. Eesull publication,

03, Pidot projects of lovd records dagit cation,

M. e-Tendering,

{4, Online A g s Bural In fooma o ete.

Liberalization Foreign Direct Investment (FOI) Policy
The Govanment has abko lberalied the rade regime,
mvestmend  onvieonmant gs owell s ollia mod o- oo ain e
palicses and has provided abractive packages of moantive
towvards encouragang FOL iy the cownery. For foreign invesdaors
o the ICT mdestry, Bangladesh offers a rasge of sarvices aod
mcentives o fallows
1. Tax Exmnplicim :
2. Cany :

Ounmaraly 5 & 7 yaire

ha impert chaly by anport o bl rchislry, For olbar
oty B in e 59 adwaleram

i. Crosbdsi tanabiors ik Ba awochied i cais of Sonel ge
ifmnera o e badn oF blaberal eareanrily

iL Enarmptian of ircoma Lax uple 3 pears for S
anpat gl i ol o in i spealied in e
Padwird! ahadide of [negmm Tax o cindni

Faeditiini Fed Full rapatnalios of vl captal, prell
and chddursd

Ay inieisder oo wand up o i esestman L e ther hrossh &
dedsion of tha AGM o BEGH. Onda a lesgn invesbar
o it el leamalibiom 0o et the coindry, hie of she
can rupatnate e sl proonecds alfar Sedinng oy
autherizadan frem the Caklral Bask

Frorma grss inweri s ean et wp vt s o b whodly oo
if in paind ool abaral an with local partriac

3. Tax Lave |

. P il Lo

E. Emn!

B, Owrmrship

Growth of ICT Infrastructure
L ompuler and lnternet

* The gowth of PC use and [ntemad wsa's growth is
mereasing gradually bt sl s ool quite ranarkable
duetas lack of content wad affor doabiliy.

Fersonal Computer wser par 1000 populdim @ 26 {2 6%)
[t wser par 1000 paoparliat i CAA 03 %)

A PCUser (estimatad) D 30549’ 0 Peaples
" 15F Subsader (estanaed) 05 million

lelecommunicarion

¢ Telecammumication is grow g vay fist in Bangladesh
The tele-dansdy {fed line and celhila) n B angladesh
15 40T percent (Source BTIRC)

o Atatal of 12 landlne operators luave so G beas
sy arded licenses {landline subserbas 108 million
{Source: BTRCR

e AL presant & mobile plione companses ae operating i
Bang ladesh, Ahout 5998 inilli subsabas have
come uder the coverape of mobile pebwork &5 on e
201d Seuree BTRO)

Dromestic ICT Indusiry and Software Market

¢ Themarkd size of the ICT Industry @y Bangladedy &
estimaed to be g ound LTS8 200 millienty e
{exchiding the telecon sector)

¢ O of thas the soflwire segment & estimabed 1o he
mnore than UFS% 30 milliondy @i

= Locally thae are ova 500 soltyw e conpanies with
S0,000 koo ledge work ors are oparaing in the coantry,
inadnhy cold ing to the o om Eed soflware
developm et and mantenance segnead of the maket

= Auencouraging sigh istha 57% of the sofwae
conganies are volved in Goverument sector 1T
et &
[t i @ posdove sipn sinee e Govanimamt seclon is
potentially the kiggest cliaut for the software adusny,
willy the Nasmal [T Policy guideline of allocating upio
0% ol ADF, and 2% of reveniee budea for [T,
Curreniby more than 100 companies are evpatmg
software and outsourcang to more than 30 countries

e AL lenst 400 OFlore Dheveloprmant Conters (ODC) and
Joiut Yastures stated working durang dle logt 2-3 y sas,
oul of which [0 are with Dainids 1T Grins

Gerow th of Software Export

The growils of software expon o 2008-00 iz 24 & mallion
LA shich shows a maesmsng rend @ compaison to the
et @ 200708 affer collopse of the global econony.

Yo 2005438  F00E-07  1037-03 100640 IO0k-10 20d0eddl
Seltweru il 2608 L% v 50453 35.20 KEl

Espar® [irs Ml LSS

Growth 113% +3.4%, -4 5% 18.56% 1549 3%

Government Initiatives for Promotion

Exanuptaoy of Taw VAT oo Computer Hardware mod
Safiware

e Diwegulatson of Telecom Sector & E dablshmant of
BTRC .

¢ lnstallatin of Digital Data Metwaork us all Distred s ad
Upa ilas

¢ Creation of Equity Entrepraneur Fund G the lnvestors,

¢ Probedion of Intellectual Property Right

e Digribution ol computers ta School'Caolleges

¢ Establidunent of [CT Busduess Promotion Covm el
Sandardedion of Bavgla for Use in Conputmg
Equipmant

far HRI-

¢ ICT Trommg for the Govannent Eng by ees,
Computer Troimmg for Seconday Sdusol College
Teachars
[nbroduee Fost -Craduate Diplona (PG Program i
public Univesiies to prodoce qualdy ICT
Professionals

e LCT litemasip program to provide o fhe Job traming
to mew graduaes. Govt. 8 provida g 0% of thea
mmoiathly allowanee & 4006 by the of gon iz ion.

e Has saup standard compu o trammg coiers o
Divisional & Distrid headquarters
Establidunent of Bangladesh-Korea Instiute of
L Frm ation. and Commumicat #n Techinology (BEILCT)
in collaboration with EOICA

# ICT Professaonal Skl Assesana aid Euhan canent
Progran (IPSAEF) throogh establishnvest of a
povernment ownal company 1CT Capacity
Drevelopment Company (TCDC Lid

¢ Establidunent ol rainigg Lobaratories m the
edicat jonal astitulions of Upaeilla level

¢ Establidunent of Commumiy e-Caslers in the rural
ares o gyt the country by the Governgs et

for Infrastreciure-

¢ Establidunent of [CT lncubaor for the Development of
Lofiware and [CT avable sarvices

5 I <

P



Enghish Section

#  Hi-Teds Pak-A woukd class Hi Tedy Pak will be
established on 231 sores of lnd near Dladkcawih all
inodan facilties.

b 128 Comnputer Labs i Sdvook and Colleges sre going
to be establisdhed @ & distrad headquata,

¢ Inboomation Higvway projed wader SASEC

¢ Empowering nural pesple tgough conmupdy e-
Conter g unda SASEC

¢ Establidvnent of [T Villaze i Mohakluali is vnder
cotsidaration of Goeverniment

= Development of National Infa-Setwak for
Bangladesh Govemnmast (BmglaGovNa)

i e=Leiiy ermmmce-

¢ Fonmuolaion of e-Govanment seategy bor Bang ladesh
Cretion af a Paol of TCT Prolesionals

= Establidunent of LAN & Intemet Facilitses o 49
bl avigriedDivedos

e Suppl of Hodwarefsoflware to the
Bl avigriesDivisaons

«  Assist MinidriesDivissns n agetng websies ad
losing o forma sm oo the ualily services provided by
th ey

For Logistaticns-

¢ ICT {eledrm s dran sactio jA ol 2006 has bem
auacted, wlisch will legislate e-comnerce. digibal
Sipnature, profed cyber gane de.

e A e dmant sas beon imade oo Baingladesl
Telecommumacaion Act. 2001 m Febmuay 2006 For the
lepaliz dion of e Law fil lidercaptaon iy
Lo sl inns
Mecessmy provisims have bean incoporated o fbe
Copy Baplt At 20040 (Revised) to pratect the [PR of
soflware

e Controller of Certaly ing Authacities (O0A ) luas beo
appomted

= Appointments of Contifying Asthoriy (0A ) I8 mgoemg.

= Matiomal ICT Policy 2006 adopted

= Mational Broadhnd Policy 2008 passed.

b Maional ICT A 2009 (Auendimant )

Potential of Bangladesh ICT Sector

e Huge Youtl Work Gorce;

e lntrodedion of Equiy Entreprencar Fusd (EEF )

¢l recent years a thewving ICT industry has emaged @
B gladdiesh

e It i be deseribed switly four words Le high qualiy,
low cost,

e Many of Banglsdeshn ICT companies have considerable
eporicice witl oversess cliaits mud a suecesai lradk
recofd i managing sutsourced softw ae projects (o
foreign companics

¢ Ly salary cost and ke production cost m paseral are
amapr attraction for the [CT mdustry 1 Bangladeds.
blouthly ewnme of atramed softwoe engineor here
ranges fom LSS 200 to 250 that = a fadion of
salaries in Evrope or USA sind abio less than salaries of
thes fype af work foree @ otler county ies in the South &
Sowth-Fagt Asim repion.

= Moretham 50 Universiies and &0 colleges offa ICT
courses ot Bachelors and Masters Levels, many of them

coperae with overseas universdses and n g futsoos n
U8, in Europe and @ Avgralia and guarsses
intanational standards.

By ogie estanate, Banpladeds's in it s produce
imore then 4000 10T gaduaes per year, the aufput is
eipeded to rato 10000 @ fhe coming v aus

¢ 1CT Busayess Promuotion Coun el has been formsed
v der Mmistry of Commarce to have Foaused-adiviles
an [CT on Private and Public sector partnarship.

The lorge mud groy i g poeld of &illed professionals s
beas & key drivar ol thergpid growils @ Bangladesh 1T
& ITES.

Thiz rapid gawils m the indesiry anplymant has bam
faciliated by the combaaion of two fndemeanial o -

i. A fworabke danographic profile - with nesrly 60 par
cont of populaion are bawesn the ages §3-59, md
el half of itz populstion beloay the age of 21 In
cotdrast, coutrses mchiding the US, Burope, Jlapan and
China have s mare aged papolaion willh depandency
ratios lely to inereme over e same period

i Arelaively lwpe, expansave and edtablished network of
aeadamic infestmoture - the nyost of 18 sren gths are the
unleashed English speskmg youlh force, skilled
professionsls working sboard, universiises & otber
ediscat ional austitutions wiming ol hoge ICT graduaes,
Avhatantial number of ICT galiates gudving abroad
mud skilled waork force avaaloble ol most compadive
Wwages,

Banglmbedh has become an ddeal ground for advancad
ecan i bed 1o mvedt due to 35 business Fendl poliey for the
foreigs nvestors and providin g various meeastives nchdang ta
holideys and sanplified regulations

Hangladesh is one of the mest populoos natsens m the world
and recanl economic ndiciors dwyvmg positive outlook. T
additeon, there seams Lo be sceclers im gy e anonnt of fes
and mivestment on mulingionad [T vasdors and IT promat 3
bodies tha is goneraing o gesier level of markalmg and
awaraess that we expect to bood e demands,

Condusion

Likemod ofthe developng countries aromsd the wald the
Government of Bangladesh has &lso attached significant
anportasce oo making Bang lodesh Dhagit al with the elffeative use
of ICT a5 & usefin] tool for developmest i wide spedrom of
SCio-ecHIom ic act vy

Crovermmant of Banglodesh is working on digization of
L records, judicdany aind healh core, disaster mmagan g de
with local language content

[GF Momber saies'organzaums can copperde lowards
developmant of Human Besource Developmsent sind coinngon
aceredd atwoin practices of ICT Professionals

Oy ber crumes ane trans-nat ional adfaic Recent diack on national
wieb portal from overseas hockers indicates gome of These trars-
ndional cominal sdivities 10F member aaes insd ildions can
selup @ cominen resodrce pood 1o prevent such crime and share
it oo oo ey ber crime reloted Beues. @

comjagat.com
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