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Acer Aspire 85

A Serious MacBook Air Challenger

witl the anperslan good locks of a
MacBook Aw, avmgh computing

ciinpla Lo Lz dle mouk mmedia mod general
busimess tasks, plis o good-enough
hattery life take o bong hard book af the
Mo Aspire 53, Especially the superslim
g looks pan.

The 55 & ks than
o ee quatas of @ inch
al ils thick et and weghs
2.6 ponnds-—-mpressively
light for a wotdwook wih
a 133-mch displey. In
alimost every way, the 55
fulfills the pranuise of the
Uirdbook oz oticulsted
by lmtel It's edoremely
porighle, vey fad, snd
en sy ed with decent hattery life

Tat's thanks in wo snal pant foo@
i ovadi ve myoborized paind fad Acer cdls
fhe MagdFlip, whidy rollz down o
cobced parls oo the rew boltom edge
This beodly prodects tlen when ool in nse
andl dlima doyn the S3s profile soit's boily
e mad ligder foan the curast 13.3-
itach MadHoak Adr. But dlie motar makes a
somewha gradng noise, gud sometimes il
soermed bo roll up ofifs ow volition. Also,
| worry fhat fhe molor, adivaled by a
hutton on e dop ight of the plaen, adds
oo muore g dlat could beeak

Con figur ed wils e of Iutel's fastest
currant whrapontable (P s, the Core 17-
21N manmg s 1L9GHz fwith a
e e burbo gpeed of 30H ), 4GB of
A, miegroted HEY 400 graphics, a
25600 solid-date drive, and the &d-bit
ediion of Windows 7 Home Prensium,
the Aspre 55 & oo the pricey side a
81399 jas of July 18 2002) bui no
gpectacularly so for is companents
Pespecially the S50

Thai solid-state drive, comb ined witls
the Core iT Ivy Bradee U lrabook CPL,
helped the 55 to ds highly respectable
o all par Tormuanee score of 82, on apar
willh octher top perfomers oy r
Uirdbaok dvat, including the Dell XPS
13, Tha overall score inclodes the 55
araespliaic |95 o owr WorldBendh 7
test suite, thanks moegly 1o #ds
gpeciacula datup and hord-deive [ile
opaation seores, which typicall rose
dramaticall wih 55Da tha soores
that contribute to Wor ldBauch were alse
genarally dhove avrage, alihougl nol

l Cyoulre loskang For an U krabook

Keciewed by Yardena Arar

anmmausly s

[t's worlly noling tha fbe 55 did very
well a5 our paming tesls, even thaigh
hias no diserete graphics, Hord-core
gamars can, of course, do bater, b
poneral uswg who woasl to aiedk o the
oecassmal [t 3 sesssn shoukdn't be put
offl TheAspive 55'% 5 S battery life
5 gt average for is class aind
sreviy gize! I won't gel wou
across the Atlatie o the Pacilic,
bt shoukd be s ficsant (or wmos
trayseont avental figlds

Tue 85'% good books dout dop
witly ig black bruded s inum

e e chassis s

faslioned fom a
in 4 g esiam -aluminuin
alkw that feeks smooth and swprisingly
solid on e inside. pivay how thio the
polebook 15 However, the boftom does
et a bil wam afla prolonged use.

The keybomd is nothmg special
Eoeys are atad mudyy and vay slippery,
and dlsey have wo backlighiang. Hul Aca
uses @ conveltional layout so o least
they're kecated wha e you aped tan Lo
be The clickdble Elan touchpad is

alerior. Most of

rewdin, oo the right edge, the headset
jode sits behmd a paper-clip-siee reset
lale, something vou doint nsually see @
it dhooks Speskang of wmanal feaures
{once agam), Acer throws in @ HIDMI-
to-YiGEAs cable, too, soyon can hook up
e 55 Lo o conventional men dod.

The Aspre 55 proved plessinghly
capable willh mulaedia. YouTube
videns locked smoath oo the | 366-ly -
Tel LEDbackli display, which bad a
gresl horeantal Gield of wision and a
decent vartical e as well Even more
wnpressave was the Doby Hoeme Theaster
anlumeed midio systam, which produced
mugic and veice dial for more rebust
vy v get oo mos notebooks,

Skype wvideo calls uwsmg the
anbalded, | 3-megapined wabcam ako
lpoked smaah mnd sounded good The
wihcam did a good job of adjastang te a
Loms-light sduation.

Aca abko desarves kudos for giving
the Aspire 55 dualband Wi-Fi auppot
Accems o the 5GH: band as well as the
original (and mereasingly  crowded)
2AGHz band helps canpasae for the
lack of @y ahernet port, moannoy ag
omiazion that's become iwcreasinghy

roodny, smootl, = O ol i
and procisz, but Querall Perfarmanae 1 hrgbaok 2

if, like me, ¥ ou PP . | Azide  from
prefa & the arall
con ventional cras o3 TN quibbles
mouse,  Acd [ty 000 | mentioned
has bem kmd ke S 1 _ Ilbﬁ'!u'f. i]:l!.lJ .lhl."
anpu gl oy obwious limited
inelude a Ceee R A sorage of the
Bluetooth 1 1 W o S50, the mist
imouse. That's TLRLArE eareee | AEEAIRE  thing

delinitely
imusnal i laplop laod

The port lineup depasls & bt From the
usied Ulirsheok offering. most  notably
wikh the enclusion of o Thunderboll pod—a
relaively nea and small 'O pod, found in
current Maecs and MacBooks, that provides
highe-s peed  povensd connedivity for a
wide range of penpherals and displays
Ihe Thundetboll poi on the 83 s the
Fust st to the ekt inthe aea covensd by
blagecE lip, the others, from lefl, are an
HDOMIE and two USE 30 poiz The
bagie lip panel also conceals a fan vent.

The curved edges house a couple of
budtoms, too, The powa ool bation is
locat ol tovward the badk coma ofthe led
edee right bdind s SINMAC cod

< I

aban this
generaly first-rae laptop s ifs sofbware
bupwdbe, whech 3 unfor unately heawy on
blogware amd marketing ware ['m @
mcl i favor of antivins protection s e
nesd gy, bad those popeup MeAles free-
treal simkdosvs fwhich vou can shut dos i
only By uminstalling the appy are reall
Aaning o make me see ed Aand Acer's
Clearfi image-sharing soflware bds you
eagily share photos and videos with of her
devices on your ietwork-—-as keng o3 they
towe augpont Cleas fi-whal are {he odds?
Sill, you con uninsiall wedesired
software, mnd theres so much (o like
abouat this sexcy, skinny UHrabeok dbat it's
lird to hold o grudge, Aca has dme
right by Ltels Ulirabook visson, B



