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Liking something doesn’t make it
effective, and there’s nothing to suggest
transparencies are especially effective
learning tools either.

Research comparing teaching based
on slides against other methods such as
problem-based learning - where stu-
dents develop knowledge and skills by
confronting realistic, challenging prob-
lems - predominantly supports alterna-
tive methods.
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Slides discourage complex thinking.
Slides encourage instructors to present
complex topics using bullet points, slo-
gans, abstract figures and oversimpli-
fied tables with minimal evidence. They
discourage deep analysis of complex,
ambiguous situations because it is near-
ly impossible to present a complex,
ambiguous situation on a slide. This
gives students the illusion of clarity and
understanding.

Reading evaluations from students
has convinced me that when most
courses are based on slides, students
come to think of a course as a set of
slides. Good teachers who present real-
istic complexity and ambiguity are criti-
cised for being unclear. Teachers who
eschew bullet points for graphical slides
are criticised for not providing proper
notes.

Slides discourage reasonable expec-
tations. When I used PowerPoint, stu-
dents expected the slides to contain
every detail necessary for projects, tests
and assignments. Why would anyone
waste time reading a book or going to a
class when they can get an A by perus-
ing a slide deck at home in their pyja-
mas?

‘i@ :
http://uk.businessinsider.com/univer-
sities-should-ban-powerpoint—it-
makes-students-stupid-and-professors-
boring-2015-16
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— In a radical rethinking of what it
means to go to school, states and dis-
tricts nationwide are launching online
public schools that let students from
kindergarten to 12th grade take some
— or all — of their classes from their
bedrooms, living rooms and kitchens.
Other states and districts are bringing
students into brick-and-mortar schools
for instruction that is largely computer-
based and self-directed.

Nationwide, an estimated 250,000
students are enrolled in full-time virtual
schools, up 40 percent in the last three
years, according to Evergreen
Education Group, a consulting firm that
works with online schools. More than
two million pupils take at least one
class online, according to the

International Association for K-12
Online Learning, a trade group.
Advocates say that online schooling
can save states money, offer curricula
customized to each student and give
parents more choice in education.
Read more:
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2011/11
/12 /us-public-schools-turn-to-digital-
education/#ixzz1lhevv1jDt
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