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State-owned Bangladesh
Telecommunications Company Limited
(BTCL), the assigned organization to han-
dle the domain, has completed preparations
to start distribution of dot bangla domain
among the users after it has been officially
allotted to Bangladesh on October 4 after a
long process.

After getting the right, state minister for
posts and telecommunications Tarana
Halim had said that they want to unlock it
for the people in the month of victory, as
the country attained independence on
December 16.

Officials said the BTCL would call for
application for the domain. They said cus-
tomer could complete all procedures for
.bangla through online while registration
fee would be received using state-owned
mobile phone operator Teletalk.
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The International Corporation of
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICAAN)
has officially allotted the dot bangla
(.bangla) internet domain to Bangladesh.

The ICANN sent a letter to the Ministry
of Posts, Telecommunications and
Information Technology informing the
decision on October 4.

Indian state West Bengal and Sierra
Leone, one of whose official languages is
Bangla, had also applied for the interna-
tionalized domain name (IDN) label-dot
bangla. Earlier, ICANN-approved another
domain label for Bangladesh as dot bd or
.bd. From now on, .bangla is Bangladesh's
own Unicode domain label.

It is the second country code top-level
domain (TLD) for Bangla websites.

According to the BTCL, total registered
users of .bd have reached 36,500.

Domain names, such as "bssnews.net',
were originally designed only to support
ASCII characters. In 2003, a specification
was released that allows most Unicode
characters to be used in domain names.
IDNs are supported by all modern
browsers and email programmes, so people
can use links in their native languages.

Therefore, users can go to the BTCL
website (www.btcl.com.bd) by typing
btcl.bangla in Bangla fonts in the browser.(
http://en.bbarta24.net/sci-
tech/2016/12/22/6709)
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The ICANN domain for Bangladesh
had been dot bd (.bd) since 2003 and
already 36,500 websites use it. Dot bangla
was added on October 4 last year.

This kind of domain names makes it
easier to identify a certain country's web-
sites, for example; dot UK (.uk) websites
belong to the United Kingdom.

Earlier, Indian state of West Bengal and
Sierra Leone (one of whose official lan-
guages is Bangla) also asked for the
.bangla domain and they would also
receive another new domain label. And
.bangla is Bangladesh's own Unicode
domain label.

In the ceremony, Hasina expressed hope
that the new domain would lead to an
increase in ICT business.
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“Those who criticised the announce-
ment of a Digital Bangladesh will now be
able to use .bangla domains,” said the PM.

State Minister for Telecom Tarana
Halim also spoke at yesterday's ceremony,
while Information Minister Hasanul Haq
Inu, Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Minister Nurul Islam,
Shipping Minister Shajahan Khan,
Railways Minister Mazibul Hoque, and
Prime Minister's Advisers HT Imam and
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury were present.

After the program, Tarana said when
she had taken office, she promised the
.bangla domain and she did it after more
than one year's of effort.

She said the new domain would make it
casier for people to use the internet in
Bangla and that the image of Bangladesh
would be held high in the global arena.

Officials said the BTCL is to start
accepting applications for the domain from
today. They said customers could complete
all procedures for .bangla domain names
online while registration fee would be
received using state-owned mobile phone
operator Teletalk.

Domain names, such as
“thedailystar.net”, were originally designed
only to support ASCII characters. In 2003,
a specification was released that allows
most Unicode characters to be used in
domain names. All modern browsers and
email applications support this, allowing
people to use links in their native lan-
guages.

Therefore, users can go to the BTCL
website (www.btcl.com.bd) by just typing
btcl.bangla in Bangla fonts in their
browsers.

SRl ARE SR A (BT Cef
AR | e SEE AL Aoy @ ?Rg?]%
fieeT @2 wifex fevers ster cofd 2tacR | R
TEF ATl EH @ TS 40
TR, (oA «ft QUNe SRIES K |
A S GUNG FIRCT S 7 | @ (AT
(TR @ TP, JRIR ey
AN O GIRE FA W AN | TR
e o fofem | ReEfe Www woe
fRrvae PO F IS A 1 | T
HAECS RN S (7R | G fSfGBT
HATSCR TN AR A APTAT e
IS [T T AR | T (T
(T @ ZAE IR ERIT TR
FE| I (R SIS A S
TEOGIE Y @V 28 XA 40
1
ftg  ITmebe s AR
ZTCHICT AT AL AP ST G4
T weCER BIeY ¢ fefesE fTeiReT
AT 7T 7 | O3 TBRC0 AR 551
CAITET (IR A | ST By (T (ST =29F
[ = O] T, IR OIS [F© 4l »




= = I

T OR TER @7 0w (@I 99 7
| wewe Affsredre @3 [KEe @I
«qa Ssife e =1 | e Bfe ffea
TR ®Y @NE T, 97 TDEAAAR T
Rpfe T6T | PR efep 2erafe fifds
TGN NS ¥ | S AT,
oFE 8 STAPTILLTACS I TS
o Rene I9ER = RS waw
sojifice «ds fEfEom @eieEa ey
Beafer 9= = |

R ool e @, fEfEeE
M&fere @G GHANGT @S T FAPITOIR
@& FR1 0 (TR @S, @ 20T
AT FTANTE Q2 IR (TER | @ T
AT SN W 20 A oriee
e =l I @WNE ZFHE AT O
I 70 R, @18 S T8 =2eqR
A7 FORCNCoA ANGICS IR P I
itRe GIfs IR FACS AR 1, @3
3T AR @A F2 Wy | W W
FfH, AT N b I=A ©6 IR
2R FA1 7F W owacs ofzre w41
Thhe R SIva &=y el @ifs, S
Sl @ TA(FA [eta Tu9g F99 & 1S
@ o | AT © WA IR
SCAICE IE T2 N F1 SRRHIE |

Wﬁw?ﬁ—%’, SO I OFICE =T
A N A MACS QAT 4l
WISl | FEA, ABGIR AT 8o
WIGICAT |

Tl o <P ey S S G0
WHE VE G G WA AR | GIR
s ToffE 8 THaRAR I
SR 71 | sfice whfafes sagre
@ S T, ¢ «Ifs wiee Afawa
R AT 27 |

Another official said they have so far
registered over 25,000 .bd domains. He
also said the number of dot bd domain
would exceed 50,000 before introduction
of the country code top level domain.

The government had registered the dot
bd domain in 2003, but only 9,000 web
addresses were registered under the
domain till 2012 for lack of publicity.
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