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English Section

The Dream for 2009
and Realization in 2010

............................................................ Ahmﬂd Haﬁx Hhan N e R e W el T

he world is in the midst of a general-
I purpose technological revolution.
Although this revalution has taken in
many names, there is little doubt that it is a
technoelogical revolution, or a new techno-
economic paradigm, brought about by a sct
of mew information and communication
technologies (ICT). The ongoing ICT
revolution, combined with the forces of
globalization, has provoked the hopes and
fears of countrics at all levels of
development, to leapfrog to the new
economy, or be left out of the loop. As a
result, in response Bangladesh has adopted
Mational ICT policy 2009 with 306 action
items, where [CT is treated mainly as a
sector  for national  development.
Government and NGOs have responded by
piloting a variety of ICT applications for
specific sectors or target groups, by
including ICT components in development
projects, by dealing with
telecommunications infrastructure as a
free-standing sector, and most recently, by
carrving out assessments of Use of 1CT in
the Government by Support to ICT Task
Force.

However, the current
wherehy  mainstream  development
practittoners continue to ignore the
potentual roles of ICT poses serous rsks to
development effectivencss, ICT s
pervasive impact on competitiveness and
all aspects of life in advanced economiecs
and its potential impact on socal and
economic development cannot be demed.
Therefore, the strategic significance of ICT
for emabling national development and
poverty reduction strategies must be
understood and operabionalized to gan a
competitive edge. In fact, cconomic
history. the cumulative leaming and

status  quo

transformation process involved in using
ICT, and the pace of this wave of
technological change suggest that a “wail
and see attitude™ would keep Bangladesh
out of a technological revolution no less
profound than the last industrial revolution.

Bangladesh entered into the year 2009
with enthusiasm and euphoria of newly
achieved democracy and a dream of
building Digital Bangladesh. The dawn of
year 2000 promised great heights for the
Information and Communication
Technology. Today at the end of 2009 | see
the light of our enthusiasms and euphoria
in the ICT sector dimming. Our belief on
the Ministry of Science & ICT to deliver
the promise is waning.

The governmeni has announced budget
in the July 200/ and has provided a special
budgetary allocation of Taka thousand
million in this fiscal budget for undertaking
programs for ICT related projects but
Ministry of Science and ICT has failed to
get any of its program approved nll date.
The government has finally approved ICT
act and has appointed the Controller
Certifving Authority (CCA) and s office
has been established. The activity of the
CCA has been limited to seminars of
talking and eating.

The Mimstry was found very active in
their contra-Digital Bangladesh activity
through the activity to abolish Bangladesh
Computer Council an autonomous body
under the ministry. Though the round table
organized by the Computer Jagat on this
issue saw severe criticism on the move the
ministry is undeterred in their resolve, The
current government computer professional
rule has been widely violated and most
government offices including Prime
Maimster's OfMice have scen s third class

emplovee computer operators promoted to
the rank of senior ICT professional. These
ICT professionals” lacks in academic
preparation to hold such posts and
capability to innovate. The government
should immediately focus on changing the
ICT professional recruiting rules to
mainstream IcT graduates and
strengthening  the Bangladesh Computer
Council by  providing appropriate
personnel,

The wision Digital Bangladesh is not
Just transforming the country towards use
of digital media and equipments in service
delivery and governance. The aim is to
make the country more transparent and
move ahead in the transparency ranking
through  reduction of corruption.
Owercoming the barnier for realizing
Digital Bangladesh lies in  the
consolidating the ICT capabilities of the
country by  mamnstreaming the ICT
graduates in the development activities. In
recent decades, as cconomic. acuvity has
grown more knowledge intensive. greater
attention is being given towards the
economic role of innovation. Because the
ability to innovate will play a more
promingnt role in dnving future economic
growth and realization of the Vision 2021:
Digital Bangladesh, the government
recruitment policy for ICT professionals
must be updated to accelerate policy efforts
aimed at strengthening the national
Innovation systems.

Unless the government realizes that
its dream flagship Digital Bangladesh
cannot be captained by the typisis
turned [CT professionals it might suffer the
fare of the TITAMIC and the national
development through use of ICT will
remain simply a discussion item. We can
camestly hope that the *New Year 2010°
brings vision to mainstream the ICT
graduates and empower Bangladesh
Computer Council by providing more
autonomy  and  strengthening of  the
professional base by recruiting graduates
from the best of the Public-Private
academic institutions 1o realize Digital
Bangladesh, B
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5-day SOFTEXPO to Start on Feb 10

The tive-day SOFTEXPO-2010 will be kicked off on Feb
10 at the Bangabandhu International Conference Centre
{BICC) in the city.

Bangladesh Association of Software and Information Services
{BASIS), the lone organization to promote the country’s booming
software industry, is organizing the biggest software exposition
with the theme of “Digital Bangladesh in Action™.

Disclosing it at a meet the press at a city hotel, BASIS
President Habibullah N Karim said the [CT event is expected to
have a lange software display and [T-enabled services (ITES)

—

=—viglial Daogladesh i ~rrics

BASIS president Habibullah N Karim are seen among with
others at the press meet

breaking all previous records. Chairman of National Events
Committee (NEC) A Towhid, Director (in-charge of NEC) MA
Mubin Khan, Secretary General of BASIS Nahid Ahmed and
Events Committee Co-Chair Faisal A Alim took part in the press
conference.  Speaking on the occasion, MA Mubin said they
have given special emphasis on “Vision-2021" aimed at
supplementing the government’s efforts of tuming Bangladesh
into a digital country within the stipulated time,

Owver 200 local and international companies with around
five lakh wvisitors are expected to participate in the
SOFTEXPO, he said adding that the event will create a wide
scope for interaction among software providers, buyers, IT
users, professionals, media, policy makers, development
partners, students and the society people. Bangladesh has now
more than 20,000 IT professionals engaged with over 500
software and ITES.

Responding 1o queries, Habibullah N Karim said the
country has eamed 3291 million US dollar by exporting
software accessories in the last fiscal year, a 5.91 million more

than the previous yvear. The volume would be increased by 30 |

to 40 percent next year, hoped the BASIS president.

BASIS SOFTEXPO is envisaged to create a platform for
showcasing immense potential of the industry by synchronizing
all sonts of software resources and skills available in Bangladesh
contributing to the country’s GDP. organizers said »

Transcend Comes With Stylish
USB Flash Drive

Transcend’s V90 is no ordinary fash drve. lts
impossibly slim silhouette and shiny metal casing
T possess & unique look of style sophistication. In fact,
the V90 looks so much like a fashion aceessory that
nobody will even suspect its true high-tech identity.
Omne can Carry his data with a touch of class. The V90 features up
to 4GB of memory and distinctive faceplate designs that express
one's individuality, making it a luxurious addition to any set of
keys, cell phone, wallet or purse. Not only does the JetFlash V90
offer elegant distinctive styling, ultra-portable convenience and a
wealth of useful data management features, it is also backed by
Transcend’s industry-leading lifetime warranty «

Pay TK 2325 for a Phone and
Win a Car!

Update International has come up with a
striking promotional offer to launch the Lenevo
Windows Mobile phone ‘Lenove ET 660°,
Update International and Transcom Digital
formally announced the launch of much waited
world-class windows mobile al a  press
conference held on 21 December at Transcom
Digital Showroom at Gulshan 1. They also
announced the instant gifts and mega prizes offer for the
customers of this product at the event.

The offer lets any Standard Chartered credit card holder get
a hold of a Lenovo Windows ET 660 handset paying just TK
2,325 per month, for 12 months, while enjoying 0% interest

el ThePress X\

Launching ol #e '
)

n_da b st a0

Jafrul Alam Khan of Transcom Electronics and Tarequl Islam of
Update International are seen among with others at meet the press

rate. For Standard Chartered Saadiq and debit card holders, the
handset can be owned at an attractive discounted price. The
first 2000 Standard Chartered credit card users to avail this
offer also stand a chance to participate in a quiz contest and
become the proud ewner of a brand new *“Hyundai i 107 car or
win one of the 20 cool Lenovo Netbooks being given away. A
free Bluetooth Device also comes with every purchase made.
It should be noted that Transcom Digital i1 the prime dealer
of Lenovo Phones and the Lenovo ET 660 15 now available m
its showrooms. Standard Chartered Bank and Hyundai are
working in collaboration with them. Jafrul Alam Khan,
Mational Sales Manager, Transcom Electronics Limited,
Tarequl Islam of Update International and higher officials of
Standard Chartered Bank, Transcom Electronics and Update
International were also present at the launching ceremony «

SAFE IT introduce PCi brand Layer 2
Web Smart Gigabit Managed Switch

Safe IT Services, the sole
distnibutor  of  world  famous
Metworking Product Brand PCioin
Bangladesh has recently introduced
SWP-0208G model of PCi brand Layer 2 Web Smart Gigabit
Switch. The SWP-0208G has high performance supports 8
1OBASE-T ports’ 2 mini GBIC slots ( 2 Giga combo ports).
The Gigabit web smart switch was designed for casy
mstallation and high performance in an environment where
traffic on the network and the number of users increase
continuously. This switch can offer using need to quickly
transfer large band-width, its wire-speed switching eliminates
bottlenecks that build up on heavy traffic servers and backbone
connections, offering a truly comfortable and speedy
networking environment. The product also supports high-
speed broadband. This Switch (SWP-0208G) must be one’s
best choice. Contact: O1817149305
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