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WSIS Geneva
A Personal Observation

Abdulah H. Kafi
G

Returning -

irst of all let us have a look at

WSIS and its background.

The developrenl of new
information communication  tech-
nologies (ICT) has provided a varivty
of apportunities for the people world
over. Yel a vast majority of humanity
remaing untouched by the digital
revalution, There are real dispantics
between countries and  socio-
economit groups that are benefiting
from IT and those are net, Under the
Resolution 73 of the Intecnational
Telecommunication Union resolved |

to instruct the ITU Secretacy General
to place the question of holding a
World Summit on the Information
Society (WSIS) on the agenda of the
LN Admunistrative Commitlee on

K. Atique-E-Rabbani, Abdulah H. Kafi, Md. Akhlaruzzaman Manju, $.M.
Iqbal, Habibullah N Karim, Abdus Salam,
Wahed Tomal are seen in the Bangladesh stall at WSIS Geneva. The all
participated in the Geneva summit.

Golam Mohiuddin, & Md. Abdul

coordination and to report to the ITU
governing body.

In 2001 the ITU decided to hold a
summit in two phases with the first
phase to be held from 10-12
December 2003 in Geneva and the
second from 16-18 November 2005 in

represenlatives  of  muiti-lateral
organizations, civil society, non-gov-
ernmental organizations. media
representatives, academia and the
private sector industry leaders, to
address the fundamental characteriz-

s tics, oppartunities and challenges of
Tunis. Accordingly UN General | } 3 Society and o
Assembly  resshution 567183 e Information Society and to chart

a path for futare action which
ensures that the benefits of the
information Society accrue Lo all. In
order to achieve this, an important
objective of the WSIS has been to
align the objectives, modalities and
partmerships  surrounding  the
development of the Information
Society with the agenda outlined in
the Uni Nations Millennium
Development Goals of which ICT.
can provide a powerful tool for
achieving  poverty alleviation,
hunger & discase. The summit
activities involved the formulation of
draft declaration of Principles and
Draft - Action—-Plan.. -which -was
discussed and endorsed in Geneva,

endorsed the framework for the
summit adopted by the ITU council
The resolution also endorsed the
leading role of the union in the
summit and it preparation, in
cooperation with other interested
pariner arganizations. The UG GA
has" further recommended that
preparation for the summit take
_place through an  open-ended
wergovernmental  preparatory
committee that would define the
agenda of the summit, modalities of
the participation. finalize draft
declaration and draft plan of action.

The Summit, organized under the
patronage of Kofi Annan, UN
Secretary-General, aims to address
the major social, economic challenge
through the use of technologies.
WSTS brought together 54 Heads of
Smte, 83 Ministers & Viee Ministers
and high level government officials
from 176 countries. Executive Heads
of  United Nations agencies,

The Waorld Information
Technology and Services Alliance
(WITSA) is a comsortium of 53
information technalogy (TT) industry
associations from economies around
the world, WITSA members repre-

BRIl compuren 1acar SEERITELS]

sent over 90 percent of the world T

- markst. As the global voice of the IT

industry. WITSA is dedicated to
advocaling policies that advance the
industryis growth and development;
facilitating international trade and
investment in IT products and ser-
vices; stengthening WITSA s
national  industry  associations

“through the sharing of knowledge,

experience, and ¢ritical infaemation

WITSA has increasingly assumed
an active advocacy role in
international public policy issues
affecting the  robust  global
information infrastructure.

WITSA has a real impact on the
global IT environment. Tt strengthens
the industry at large by prometing
a level playing fickl and by voicing
the concerns of the international
IT community in  multilateral

izations, including the World
Trade Organization (WTO), and
other international”bodies where
policies affecting industry interests
are developed.
WITSA/ITMA;

IT Mentors alliance (ITMA) is a
joint  project . of the World
Information  Technology  and
Services Alliance and USAID to
enhance the capacity and sustain- b




ability of IT industry associations m
i

ings and briefings

WITSA/ITMA

emerging economics. ike | for the ICT busi- Considering the scope, I over the past one

gladesh, Kenya, _Ind ness ty  think our IT associations year and clearly
Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, : WITSA is a con-  guch as BCS, BASIS & ISP shewed  how
Semegal, Sri Lanka, Tanzania and stituent member can consider to propose these  activities
Uganda to promote the use of infor- | of the CCBL. Some  yrrg s "e o have made the
mation and communication technol- | key issues were oF: Venya I
ogy for economic development. discussed there. 01. Training for Capacity Association:

Through this program WITSA iding: stronger,  more
donate on the bruundhexperl se and ;usxsdt 1 ard E:‘:g;ngf'or BCSA réig%; focused,  better
maintain mentoring relationships | Roundtable g d run and managed,
with associations in countries where- Through & ISPis members t0  pgre  effective,
at present provides training on key | WITSA live partic- use of ICT for further  more visible and
aspects of association management. : ipated in the 3rd development. having improved

As this program is a flexible
instrument that allows the program
to be tailored to the individual needs.
of the country associations to cus-
tomized workshops and strategic
sessions with that ICT association
leaders gain knowledge and develop

expertise In following key areas of
association management.

WITSA/ITMA Booth at WSIS

The WITSA /Information
Technology  Mentors  Alliance
(ITMA) stand at Palexpo Geneva
sought to provide an opportunity for
WITSA officials and representatives
from some ITMA program associa-
tions to explain to visitors about
TTMA in particular and WITSA in

general. ITMA is a WITSA program
formed in partnership with the U.S.
Agency for International
Development. Stand presentations
were in the form of poster exhibits;
brochures and information sheets,
PowerPoint Presentations as well as
one-to-one interactions with stand
visitors.

On hand representing ITMA are
Waudo Siganga of Kenya, Harry
Hare of Tanzania and Abdullah H.
Kafi (the writer) from Bangladesh,
wha have been active participants in

the Alliance. Tom Chesney of |
Computer Frontiers, USATDSs project £
management firm also participated
along with WITSA executive director |
Allen Miller and WITSA Marketing ©

Director Monica Welch.

Many visitors passéd through the
stand over the 5 days from Dec. 9 to
Dec. 13 and showed keen interest in

WITSA, ITMA and their partner .

association activities,

CCBI business meetings i

The Coordinating Committee of :
Business Interlocutors (CCBI) which
is formed by the International
Chamber of Commerce to address
issues stemming from and connected
with WSIS, held a number of mect-

© been able to

Round Table on

02. Bangladesh IT Market

financial sustain-

‘Using- ICT as a 5 + ability.

Tool for Achieving study with following -

the  Millennium areas needs to be cov- Finding &
Development ered: IT market size cOmments
Goals’. This was (both Hardware, ~As ] was invited

one of the four
Round Tables. The
other 3 were: 01
Creating Digital
Opportunities, 02.
Diversity s
Cyberspace and

Under

All Citizens.

The Round Tables were high-level
meetings involving Heads of state or
their representatives as well as careful-
ly selected high-level business and
industry leaders. Where Presentation
was made by our Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister said ‘Qur aim
is to build an ICT-driven nation com-
prising a knowledge-based society
by the year 2006%

Software, Key players),
Workforce
this
Bangladesh can asses
problems & prospects
of this IT industry.

U8 Empowering

by WITSA to par-
ticipate in  the
WSIS to represent *
the ITMA pro-
gram. In WITSA
exhibit space, to
greet visitors and
sharing perspec-
tives on the
impacts of the ITMA activities on the
Association development initiatives
around the world, was a wonderful
opportunity for me. I did learn = lot

study.
study

! from other participants and 1 have
¢ found that there were plenty of

opportunities to get assistance for

! our association building efforts.

Needless to say during my pres-
ence for the WITSA assistance of
future devel npm(‘n' prngmms in

Yo &

USAID di i i
USAID held a_‘Fublic-Frivate
Parmerships - for Digital

Qpportunity’ discussion forum in
the afternoon of December 10, 2003.
The purpose of the meeting was to
look at and discuss the role of the pri-

vate sector in promoting ICT for

development and also what govern-
ments can do to enable the private
sector to play a lead role in economic
development.

Ambassador David Gross, the
U.S. Coardinator for International
Communications and Information
Policy, and Anthony Meyer, Acting
Director of USATD EGAT bureau,
opened the meeting. There was a
panel discussion there by diffefent
panel discussants.

During his presentation Allen
Miller invited Waudo Siganga of the
Venya to make brief comments on
the ITMA program. Waudo gave an
outline of the activities that CSK has
undertake  with

EtY computer iacal RTINS

all the
Presidents of our IT associations
(BCS, BASIS & ISPAB) and tried o
arrange a_formal meeting with
Executive Director WITSA for fur-
ther details. But due to time con-
strain formal meeting was not been
held. Anyway live spoken to the
WITSA  Executive director and
requested him to extend WITSA
cooperation in following areas:

Considering the scope, I think
our IT associations such as BCS,
BASIS & ISPB can consider to
propose WITSA for:

1. Training for Capacity Building:
Arrange training for BCS, BASIS &
ISPis members to use of ICT for fur-
ther development.

2. Bangladesh IT Market study
with following areas needs to be cov-

i ered: IT market size {both Hardware,

Software, Key players), Workforce

study. Under this study Bangladesh

can asses problems & prospects of
>

i this IT industry.



nglish Section

In this connection, I would like to
mention that regarding the above
issues, | have already discussed with
concerned WITSA & USAID officials
and informed them that in some
cases, if required our IT association
can also share some expenses.
WITSA & other development part
ners showed their inferest to cooper-
ate on the above areas on the basis of
my suggestions. Therefore, I suggest
our assaciation leaders to prepare a
common development proposal for
Bangladesh and immediately submit
to WITSA for assistance.

For any WITSA /TTMA projects in
Bangladesh, | have already informed
WITSA that [ shall be delighted to be
a coordinator for their projects.

Participation in the 14th World

Cangress on Information Technology:
as we all know that 14th World con-
gress on Information Technology will
be held in Athens, Grece from May 19-
21, 2004 with a main theme Future is
Now' and following three key areas
will be covered in WCIT. 01
Telecommunications, 02. Information
Technology and 03. e-Demacracy & e-
Govemnment.

This will be another high profile
and important event on ICT where
over 40 ICT ministers form various

i countries is going to participate. 1

strangly feel that some af the dele-
gates from Bangladesh should par-
ticipate in this event.

I feel the registration fee (Approx.
USS1500/person) is very high and
almost for the
from developing countries
Bangladesh. So, |

like
have already

| expressed my concern and informed

relevant officials of WITSA/WCIT
organizing committee and other key
steak holders to consider reducing
registration fee for developing coun-
try delegatestat a very nominal rate.
Officials agreed in principal and they
have assured that they will consider
this issue very seriously.

Meanwhile Tim pleased to report
that based on my suggestions, WCIT
organizing committee has invited
Professor Muhammad Yunus of
Grameen Bank to participate as one
of the distinguished speakers to
share his invaluable experience.

In this repard WCIT organizing

i committee roquested me fo commu-

nicate with Prof. Yunus for his kind
consent. I shall be doing accordingly.

Finally Iive found that WSIS sum-
mit has a iremendous opportunity
for reducing digital divide and there
are scope to get various assistance
from partner countries and associ;
tions. What we have to do is we have
to be very focused and specific about
our goal
Although all of us kfow that the
first computer was used in
Bangladesh way back in 1964 and
first PCs were also introduced to our
socicty in 1982. However very little
progress was achieved for various
reasons. Let us not try to discuss
about our faults/ mistakes what we
have committed in past. Let us think
and try to do something positively
with a very faster speed. Otherwise,
a5 we have already missed the digital
revolution, which brought the rich
countries of the world to the level at
which they are in today. Tt is going to
be ridiculous, costly and dangerous
if we fail to join in the battle towards
information society. €1

The writer is the former President af
Bangladesh Computer Samity (BES)
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. NEWSWATCH

Two new outstanding products
from the house of Creative
Technologies are now available in

the digital photographs anthusiasts
who are looking for an offorbable
feature rich digital camera that can
diliver specticular image, while the
second one 'Creative 1-Trigu L3450
and L3500 targeted for the music
power speaker system o
complement their life style.
Creative DC-CAM 30002 is

precision 3.2 MegaPixels effective
CCD sensor making it perfect for
printing on Ad-size photo paper and
larger.

additional 2x Digital Zoom capability.
With its built-in 16MB memory and
SD memory expansion slot, this
camera promises to bring unlimited
spectacular digital photography and
videa recording to the masses

Creative Di AM 30002 also
comes with h-value bundled
software with wide range of photo
and video editing tools.

Its high precision 3.2 MegaPixels
effective CCD sensor, allows
realistic printing on Ad-size photo
paper and larger, powerful 3x
Optical Zoom plus 2x Digital Zoom
for close-up shots of objects even at
a distance and Intelligence

Bangladesh market. The first one is |

Creative DC-CAM 302 targeted for |

enthusiasts seeking a stylish and |

perfectly designed for pristine quality |
pictures on the go, featuring a high |

Creative DC-CAM 3000Z has !
3x Optical Zaom lens with an '

Two New Products From Creative
Technolgies Now Avalabile in Bangladesh

! Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistor

(IGBT) Strobe Flash has an effective
| range of 0.80m fo 2m X
] With killer looks and an
exceptional audio fidelity, the
| Creative I-Trigue L3500 and L3450
| incorporate a winning combination

of design and rechnology. Each

new Creative I-Trigue speaker
¢ system features bi-amplification for
oplimum performance in specific
frequency ranges and more accurate
i sound reproduction. Lateral Firing
¢ Transducers (LFT) on each speaker
i produces exceptional low frequency
response that also widens the
listening soundstage. On the front
. of each speaker, two tTitanium
| micro drivers deliver stunningly
precise highs and mids.

The Creative 1-Trigue L3500
comes in silver and black, ideal for
i enhancement of any desktop with a
flat panel monitor. The Creative I-
! Trigue L3450 is presented in a cool
white finish that complements a flat
panel monitor, NOMAD Jukebox Zen
or Apple iPod digitel audio player.

The new Creative I-Trigue
speaker systems include a versatile
wired remote with M-PORT"!
technology for streaming music
from compatible Creative digital
audio players®. The volume
control also includes auxiliary line-
in and a headphone jack, in addition
to pover, volume and bass controls.

Contact Telephone ; 9567846 Ext:
206 &

The D-Link ANT24-1801

antenna  provides extended
coverage for an existing 802.11b
wireless local area network
(WLAN]). The D-Link ANT24-1801
comes with a conversion cable that
allows connection directly to the
D-Link DWL-300AP+ wireless
access point, DI-714P+ wireless
router, DWL-S00AP wireless
access point, DI-714 wireless
router and the DI-713P wireless
router Rev C1 or later wireless
broadband router. ANT24-1801
requires and access point or
wireless broadband gateways
‘with a reverse SMA connector.
This product includes:
Mounting Kit, Lightning Surge
Protector, Conversion Cable.
ANT24-1800 antenna
provides extended coverage for
an existing B02.11b wireless local
area network. Its features
include: 15" Horizontal Spread
and 15" verlical Spread, 0.5m
Length Pigtail Cable with N-
Male to RP-SMA Supplied, N-
Female Connector, Mounting Kit
Suppplied, Extends Wireless
Range up to 5.5 km, suitable for
all TEEE 802.11b (D-Link Air and
D-Link AirPlus) preducts with
detachable anterina, comes with
a conversion cable that allows

direct connection B

Bangladesh and La

3Com Corporation {(Nasdag:
COMS) brings its highly successful
3Com University Partners3 Reseller
Training to Bangladesh to enhance
competitive advantage of the
company’s over reseller network.

On this occasion Upender Jit
Singh, Regional Sales Manager,
3Com  Business  Networks
Company, N&E India, Bangladesh
& Nepal said, "Bangladesh is on
3Com’s high-priority map, which is
reflected by this initiative for the
Bangladesh market. Under this

market demands”.

program we will train and educate |
our resellers. This will ensure that |
they are ready to face the future :

Twice a year, 3Com University
holds 'Partners3’ program, a
half-day training event, for the
resellers’ employees in different
cities throughout the world over a
two-to-three month period. This
program helps these resellers to
stay updated on 3Com products,
services and solutions.

The 'Partner3’ program will
cover information about emerging
technologies, new 3Com products,
and how to combine multiple
products into a complete solution
for customers,

3Com's 'Partnerd’ training
program trains approximately

12,000 partners in 150 cities across

3Com University Brings Reseller Training Program to
unches its new state of the Art Products

four continents. Obviously, this
event is a tremendous opportunity
to educate the resellers to
understand more about 3Com's
products and strengthen the
working relationship.

Recently 3Com has launched its
new State of the Art Routers 3000
family and 5000 family. The 3000
family routers and the entery-level
fixed configuration routers for edge
deployment, whereas Router 5000
series are 3, 4 and B slot Chassis
Routers, lor Core Routing
deployments. These routers are full

| feature and high performance
{ routers as compared to their
i competilors.
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HP Digital Imaging Booth in
City IT

HP has setup 2 digilal imaging booths in the City ITfair started

at the BCS Computer City, IDB Bhaban on 30 December 03'. I

Any customer buying HP product from authorized HP Business
Fortners can enjoy iree phologrophy by digitol comers ond
oninskant print by HF printer. The 2 digital imaging booths are
located of the premisas of Mulilink Inte’l Company Ltd ond
Flora Distributions Lid on the Tst floar of BCS Computer City.

Customers aro getling o wide variety of cheice o purchase a
printer for home use. HP has introduced DJ 3535, D) 3550,
and D} 3650 besides its D 3325 for the home users, These
printers offer great vaive far money. Maost of these printers cre
using PholoRE! 3 Color Laysring Technolagy, which can print
uplo 35000 separate colors. For the professianal users, HP
has D) 5160 and Df 5652 will be a better choice. These
printers ore faster and have both side printing capability
{optional). For users needing o print o wide range of

graphics, HP 9300 will be a nice choice. The D) 9300 can |

print from A6 to A3 with smart accuracy.

HP Photosmart printers are a very rew aofiraction for the

customers who wantto print their piclures instantly, The PS 145

and PS 7260 Pholosmart printers can print direct from the
memory card of the digital camera without ony PC. Photo
printing with HP Pholosmart printers hus never been so easy
efore,

Amang the office products, HP PSC 12100nd PSC 1110 have
coplured the hearl of )he Small end Medium Businesses. These
allincne printers con print professional graphics and fext,
scan and copy necessary documents. HP has also introduced

- Compaet laseriet printers (L 1010 and L 1015) wilh very

WBLHATNS LIS EAP

attroctive price and design.

Ink Promotion with Benetton
Wallets

HP is offering a special gifl to the users
of HP Original Print Supplies. A very
affractive Benetton Wallel i bein
attached Io selected models of inl
boxes. The wallels are available in
Green, Red and Ash colors. The
selected ink models bor this program
are 15Dand 454,

HP ink peind corridge
Look for e security seal on svery pack

{HP Sales Training Held in Bangladesh

| HP hos oegonized a 2 day sles fraining in Dhoka on 14 and 15 December. Held o the Auditorium of IDB Bhaban, Sales personnel
of the Premium Business Poriner and the Business Portners of HP artended the sales maining. The troining was focused on delivering
b ind ing was corducted by M James Khoo.




Intel® D845GVSR Motherboard Available:

The Intel’ DB4SGVSR Desktop Motherboard with Intel®
Extreme Graphics and integrated audio is now available in the
compuler markets in Dhaka and Chittagong at a very attractive
price,
The main features of this motherboard arelisted below:
« Based on the Intel® 845GV chipset
« Suppert for Intel” Pentium® 4 Processars with 400/533
MHz system bus Support for Intel® Celeron® Processors
with 400 MHz system bus

= Upto2 GB DDR333/266/200 Memory support
e Onboard Intel® Extreme Graphics with up o 64 MB
Dynamic video memory
« Onboard Audio
« Intel” Rapid BIOS boot for faster booting.
« 6Hi-Speed USB 2.0 Ports, 3 PCl slots
The board also come with a rich software bundle consisting of

Norton Anltivigus, Norton Internet Security, NTI CD Maker,
Farstone® RstorelT! Lite, Diskeeper Lite, and RealOne

Intel Channel Promotion through
Ingram Micro and Com Valley:

The Intel Channel through Ingram Micro and
their Associate Distributor Com  Valley
Limited have launched a month long sales
promotion for Intel® Pentium® 4 Processors
and Tntel* deskrop motherboards D865GBF,
D865PERL, D87SPBZ, Participating Genuine
Intel Dealers will get atractive prizes like
mobile phones, travel packages, color TV cle.
For more detailed information about this
campaign call 0173002829,

PC Network Gaming
Tournament

Bass

Bass Gaming Zone successfully concluded the
first ever PC Netwark Gaming Tournament in
Bangladesh on Friday, 12" of December, 2003.
This unique tournament featured gaming leams
pitching their skills against one another. It wasa
four-day episode that started on the 9" of
December and covered two events. 24
ts in four teams participated in Medal

Intel® P " 4 Processor
with HT Technology

New Year's Promotion:

A special gift is being given 10
customers of PCs based on the lntel®
Pentium® 4 processor with HT
Technology.

Cugstomers buying their system from
Genuine Intel Dealers i Dhaka and
Chittagong wil! receive a stylish
backpack with the Intel® Pentium® 4
processor with HT Technology
monogram. This is a limited time
offer, valid only il stocks last
Contact your nearest Genuine Dealer
formore detarls.

ni‘Honur Breakthrough, and 12 contestants in
four teams participated in Generals,

Medal of HonorBreakthrough was won by the
team “STATS", and “We're going to lose™ ¢
were victors in Generals. Prizes were dis
to the champions and the runners-up lcams.

_ Special prizes were given to the winners and all

participants, courtesy of the Intel® Pentium® 4
Processor with Hyper-Threading Technology.
There was also 2 Yoougest Player Award™. This
was awarded to Numair (13) of team.

This was the first part of the Annual Toutnament.
The Secend partto be held in February 2004, will
be the singles events. Among the events there
will be NFS 5 and Unreal Tournament. This
will be open for all. For registration and any
further information please contact Bass Gaming
Zonc(8117977,8115033).

Aduermisement Supplement
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‘| All Kinds of UPS -

Battery

Low Cost with Warranty

Computer inside

Shop No: B-163 Shopping Complex (A/C Market) 2%

Floor. Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212

Phone: 9860289.019341613,0171107223

Email: inside@bangla net

Personal and official PC, Printer or UPS User
Only we are extending affer sales service snd service ot spot within
short time with reasonable price
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ASIIS 525

Fusle In Mether Bosid
Creuive SHS20

D cover & Musise Pad

A3

Cremnve SBS0
Pus cover & Mouse Pard

Tatal Peice 27.000=

Don’t always rush for lowest price look for quality s well. Be
remember, these are not like a onetime ballpoint pen.
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3.REB Khuina Ceniral Warshousa {Mul)
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17. Wats iy, ChakaStock
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(The Total and the Easiest-to-Implement 18, Mumc.m {Alameen Gr), Dhansrridi
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Dhaka - 1207, Tel 8119455
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