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aw a days considerable
emphasis is being placed
in the potential of new
technolugies to
pasitively impaet on the efforts to
reduce povarty. We feel that it is
important 1o eritieally investigate this
polential and  using  apprapriale
research method to contribute ¢ our
collective understanding of how 1CTs
amight be useful toods for the poot
Cur aim has been [0 combine
research with technological and social
innovation to develep ICT models Lhat
empower people living inder poverty,

keeping inmind that the widermge of |

factors that contribute to their poverly
marginalisation,oppressive social
norms, lack of respomsive and
accountable governance, We believe
that the present effert is unique in its
combination of
smplementation and the development
of an integrated research appraach
Most  developing counlries are
adopting policies to break down the
monopaly provision of
telscommunications services, with riral
development a5 a farget outcome,

Despile limited understanding, of the |

relationship between [C rd rural
development, as well as doficiencies in
key resources, governments are generally
enthusiastic ahout Lhe prospests or rural
development through the widespread
deployment of ICTs. ICT  palicy

lation and impl for

numbers vf

rigarous |

ewa‘i’on

Md Abdul Wahed Tnmal

or absence of public services -':nd health
and education services, shortage of
qunlified techrical staff; geographical ot
topolugical featares that militate agaist
the establishment of a tebecommunicatiun
network at affordable eost; hash climiabic
conditions that impose severe equipment
constraints; limited economic activity,
centred primarily on agriculture, fishing
and coltage industries; low per capita
incomes, geoerally well below thase in
urban areas; low population density; and
high levels of traific per telephonie line
due  to the inadequac
telecommunication services and the large
sers pr lin.

Aceordingly, poticy making for rural
development must take cach of these
aspects of rural life intn account. Many of
the examples included here demonstrate
that TCTs can be wsed fo alleviale the
adverse impact of most or alt of these
negative aspects of rural life. For

example, in the majority of developing

Mlddle East and Morth Africa
Europe and Centeal Asia "
Latin America and the Carlblean 65%
Enst Azia and Pacilic 23.2%
Sub Saharan Africa A3%
th Asia 43.5%
South World Bank 2041-2002 ¥

sural development at the national level
Wypically involves 01 A highelevel
autharily, often under the direct eantral
of the head of government 02
Telecommunications  reform, 03
Expansion af the physical infrastructare,
4. Facus on e-povernment and e
commetes, 05. Revised regulatory
crvimmment and legal framowork, 04
Private secior participation, 7. Universal
service arrangements, 08, Pilot projects.
The largest numbers of poor people in
Agin Mve in rural settings. Consequenthy,
poverty alleviation ls inextrienbly
interwaven with rural develapment, and
urban  development  without  rural
development it ill advised. Most rural
sreas  are typified by scattercd
settlements, villages and small towns,
which may be hundreds af kilometres
from the nearcst major wban centre
Rural and remote areas share some or all
of the fallowing characteristics: shortage

countries, teledensity is low and in some
cases very kow in rural remoteand poorly
served areas, One of the prime causes of
low teledensidy is the high cost of
liing equiprent in retarn for low
usage. Hawever, new technalagies
already available ur in an advanced
stage of development offer scope for
marked improvement. Benefits to be
dérived from the improvement af rural
teledensity include the following:
integration of the rural populatien
inta national economic, social
political life; regional decentralization;
improved effectiveness af government
programmes; and improvemenls in
seclal welfzre

Apart from the disparitics between
developed and developing naticns, the
rural urban divide in most Asian
devsloping . countries leaves the
majority of pror peup\e al a t-uge
disadvantage.  For

Y COMPUTER JAGAT

AR 40

o within

+ education,

© perficipation,
infrastructure {Eurppean Cememission,

4 society,
i plobal level (7|:F 2002).

Lis an

measurable alleviation of poverty to
aceus, effective policies that specifically
target rural developiment are necessaty.
By adopting and prometing ICTs for
poverty nlleviation, govemments cin
make such policies more effective,
increasing their scope of application
acress  broad  sections  of  the
populalion, deepening their impact
parrow  sections  of  Lhe
papulation, and generally making
development more efficient.

Concept of Poverty

Before examining how 1CTs might
be used to alleviate poverty, it
appropriate to consider what s
actually meant by poverty. The World
Bank reports thot of the werld’s six
billien people, 2.8 billion, almost half,

- live on less than US$2 a day, and 12

billion, 2 fifih, live on less than UIS§1 a

- day, with 44 percent of them living in

South  Asin.  The  Millennium
Development Goals set for 2015 by
international development agencles
include reducing by hail the
proporticn of peeple living in extreme
income poverty, or those living an less
than US51 a day. The figure of US$]
income per day is widely accepred as a
genezal indicator of extreme poverty
within development diseourse, but af

¢ course there is no absolute ewt-off and

income s only one indicator of the
results of poverty, amang many others,

The Warld Bank report poes beyond
the view afincome levels in its definition
of poverty, suggesting that poverty
includes powerlessness, voicelessness