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Digital Bangladesh
Towards Knowledge Society

The term ‘Digital Bangladesh’ has
created renewed interest in government
and commercial organizations in
utilizing Information & Communication
Technology (ICT) in governance and
service delivery. In the light of the lesson
learnt from our past ventures in
establishing e-government the definition
of Digital Bangladesh must be clearly
understood. In my opinion the Digital
Bangladesh comprises e-governance and
service delivery through utilizing ICT
but the vision of Digital Bangladesh
encompasses much more than this. In
order to make the vision successful the
whole concept needs a strong knowledge
creation and management.

The government and the
organizations have invested heavily on
technologies and overseas consultancies
to realize the potential of the promised e-
governance and e-services, transparency,
profitability etc. But unfortunately we all
have learn that : Technology alone won’t
fix or alleviate a business problem and
nor publicizing it guarantees its success.
It is important to understand that
Knowledge Management is often
facilitated by ICT, technology by itself is
not Knowledge Management.

The vision of Digital Bangladesh in
order to be successful and sustainable is
dependent on the development of
indigenous capability to plan, design,
build, monitor and manage national
projects.

Knowledge
Center
B4 A

Academic/R&D
Institutions

Figure: 3-Tier Model for developing
indigenous technology and capacity

The whole issue can be represented
through a three tier model. The top tier
being the knowledge center which will
provide research and create technology
and solution, the 2nd tier is the
Consultancy Service providers who will
provide specification and supervise
implementation and document all
activities for the knowledge center, and
the 3rd tier is the various manufacturing

Tarique Mosaddique Barkatullah

and service industry who will supply
service and commodities. The academia,
research  institution etc  provide
knowledge to the knowledge centers in

particular and the other tiers in general.

This allows the 3rd tier to incorporate all
available knowledge in the service arena.
This will create partnership between all
stake holders and the whole success of the
partnership between key players will be
dependent on the value of the knowledge
created in the knowledge centers and their
effective dissemination by the players in
other layers. Currently the absence of any
knowledge  centers the  whole
development activities are centered on
procurement of services and commodities
from overseas. This has resulted in total
dependency on overseas supplier for the
survival of the development and
productivity of the nation. We all should
remember that development of electoral
roll and national ID card along with the
biometric verification implemented on
indigenous capability has saved the
country from potential huge expenditure
on the contrary has created opportunity
for earning substantial foreign exchange
through export of service.

To create ownership of the Digital
Bangladesh within the general public it
should focus in promoting the following
broad areas: Education, Health,
Agriculture and Entrepreneurship.

Governance (enhancing citizens’
participation and promoting
accountability,  transparency  and
efficiency in governance process).

Activity within those areas will take
place predominantly via a limited
number of flagship initiatives &
partnership, advocacy and expanding
community expertise.

Flagship Initiatives &
Partnership

In order to leverage joint resources and
to spur visible action across the focused
areas flagship initiatives will require
several stakeholders’ partnership through
alliance through public-private
partnership. The partnership will be
responsible  for implementing in
collaboration to produce concrete and
measurable deliverables. The initiatives
are expected to set targets within a short
term (two to three years) timeframe based
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on current reliable baseline data taking
into account existing targets including the
committed goals set in the millennium
development goal and national Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper document. The
following areas may be considered for
improving visible national indexes and
promote education, entrepreneurship and
draw foreign investment.

Better Connectivity with
Broadband

A key enabler of the priority areas in
today’s world is communication. To
improve the local accessibility to
information the initiative will have to put
effort to accelerate the roll-out of
communication infrastructures and
increase broadband access across the
country. ICT infrastructure is essential to
achieve regional integration and enable
poor people to participate in markets and
help reduce poverty. Economic growth
will depend upon widespread access to
ICT services which in turn provide
access to local, national, regional and
global markets. Therefore, national and
regional backbones, cross-border links,
and rural connectivity need to be
expanded in parallel with the
deployment of applications to advantage
of connectivity for productive use.

Bangladesh along with India, Nepal
and Bhutan has undertaken a project
through ADB’s efforts to support sub
regional cooperation in eastern South Asia
stems from the constitution of the South
Asia Growth Quadrangle (SAGQ) by the
Foreign Ministers of Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India and Nepal (BBIN). The Ninth
Summit of the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) on
May 1997 in Male had endorsed SAGQ as
a sub regional initiative under SAARC.
The SASEC Information Highway Project
aims to connect SASEC countries more
efficiently and effectively each other by
broadband and bring the much needed
social goods to communities in South
Asia, especially to often underserve d
rural areas. The deployment of ICT
network under this program can be
accelerated to bring the benefits of e-
health, e-education, e-agriculture, e-trade
etc to the rural community and bring
harness regional cooperation to harness
the potential of ICT. >
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Telecenter and Community
e-Center

Bangladesh Telecenter Network has
established number of telecenters and
Community e-Center (CeC) across the
country. The aim of these telecenters is
to provide local language content for the
users besides serving as access centers
and e-services center. Telecenters and
Community e-Centers will also be
established under SASEC program.
Telecenters can be one of the major
thrust to provide various services along
with health, agriculture education related
services.

Free Access for all Schools
to Net

The revolutionary developments and
communication technologies such as
Wimax has new opportunity to connect
the schools and educational institutions
to internet. This will help create a new
generation of innovative citizens who
will have the skills to be part of global
knowledge society. However till date no
effective measures have been taken in
Bangladesh to connect schools to the
Net. This technology also has the
potential to raise connectivity within the
country rapidly and at lesser cost and

complexity of wiring the whole country.

ICT Professional Skill
Assessment and
Enhancement Program

This is an indigenous thought out

. program of the academia, industry and
. the government to enhance professional

capacity of the knowledge and ICT
workforce of the nation.

Telecenter & CeC, free access for all
schools and educational institutions and
ICT Professional Skill Assessment and
Enhancement Program will help in
expanding community expertise.

Media Strategy, Advocacy
and Outreach

The effectiveness and impact of the
Digital Bangladesh depend critically on
its ability to protect its activities and
achievements, generate interest and
goodwill and secure continued financial
support. Evaluation of ICT development
using  internationally recognized

indicators and utilizing all mode of

service delivery and information
dissemination such as radio, tv, cell
phone and telecenter & CeC.

Meaning of Digital
Bangladesh

The idea of Digital Bangladesh will
be centered on many more activities by

the stake holders for delivering services
but building an indigenous knowledge
base will be an important issue of
building a sustainable  Digital
Bangladesh. The basic goals for Digital
Bangladesh should center on:

A reliable, secure broadband
infrastructure throughout the nation with
access for every Bangladeshi from their
homes, work places, schools or
telecenter or CeC;

A digitally literate population and
workforce;

A digitally enabled nation, providing
e-government information and service at
national, regional levels;

Digital business development with
intensified use of Internet in business
and e-commerce to leverage productivity
in the manufacturing and service sector;

A critical mass of internationally
competitive information and
communication technology human
capacity and business; and

A legal framework that assures
freedlom of expression, democracy,
transparency and access to knowledge
and culture, while protecting the rights
of creators and innovators towards
building indigenous knowledge and
technological base. =

Learn SAP from US Company !!!!

SAP professionals are the most highly paid in IT and
ERP industry. It is estimated that 60,000-80,000 SAP
professionals are required by 2010.

Already two batches are completed on SAP TECHNICAL
(BASIS) and Finance and Controlling (FI-CO).

We offer : BASIS, ABAP, MM, PP, SD, HR and BW
with hands on LAB facility here in Gulshan , Dhaka.

Please call 01937668710, 01195221996 or email: info@erphub.net
Visit http://www.erphub.net for more information.




Xerox Official Vipin Tuteja Apprehends

Bangladesh Market Is
Much More Stable Than
Other ASIan Markets

s we all know that Xerox
ACorporatlon, a global document

management company, which
manufactures and sells a range of colour
and black and white printers,
multifunction system, photo copier,
digital production printing presses, and
related consulting services and supplies,
is a company of more than 100 years
reputation. Xerox is headquartered in
Norwalk, Connecticut, though its largest
population of employees is based in and
around Rochester, New York, where the
company was founded. Xerox India
Limited is responsible for its South Asia
Operation, based in Gorgoan, Haryana,
India. Recently the representatives of its
partners in Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan,
Sri Lanka and India gathered here in
Bangladesh. Vipin Tuteja, Executive

| photocopier’s, Xerox phaser printers,
multifunction printer, large-volume
digital printers as well as workflow

softwares under the brand strategy of

FreeFlow. In short Xerox is a market
leader in document technology,
information technology and equipment

supplies.

C.J : Please let our readers Know
about the document management
technology.

Vipin Tuteja : We spend huge time in
creating and mining documents. Every
one in the office, if they like to find the
facts and figures correctly in their

documents, actually 60-70 percent of

their office time needs to spend in
creating, correcting, and filing
documents, and handling or working

around document. But we have lot of

Director of Xerox South Asia operation = sources of technology to create and

and Chandrakant Singh,
International Business Manager of
the same visited Bangladesh to join
the gathering and to give them
necessary instructions and also hear

from them. I, Golap Monir, Editor !

of Monthly Computer Jagat along
with our Associate Editor Main
Uddin Mahmood had the
opportunity to have an exclusive
interview of Vipin Tuteja, while
Chandrakant Singh assisted him
during the interview. Here are the
excerpts:

Computer Jagat : Please introduce
your company in brief to our readers.

Vipin Tuteja : Xerox Corporation is a
global document management company.

Xerox was founded in 1906 in
Rochester, New York as the ‘Haloid
Company’, which originally
manufactured photographic paper and
equipment. The company subsequently
changed its name to ‘Haloid Xerox’ in
1958 and then simply ‘Xerox’ in 1961.
The company came to prominence in
1959 with the introduction of the first
plain paper photocopier using the
process of Xerography. Xerox had also
introduced the first xerographic printer,
the ‘Copyflo’ in 1955. The company
expanded substantially thereafter.

Xerox today manufactures and sells a
wide verity of office and production
equipment including LCD monitors,

manage the documents. When we create
documents, we also manage documents.
Our company helps the organizations to

streamline their offices with the help of

document management technology. We
are market leader in this document
management technology.

C.J : Please tell us about the aim of
your present visit to Bangladesh.

Vipin Tuteja : We have, here in
Dhaka, representitives from five
countries in South Asia which come in
together : Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan,
Maldives, Sri Lanka and also India. Here
your country to organize the gathering.
We have a lot of directions for them as
well as we look back what we expect
from our partners from our region. And
that’s our aim of the present visit to
Bangladesh.

C.J : How Xerox is performing its
business in the global markets as well as
in Bangladesh?

Vipin Tuteja : You all are aware of the
global economic meltdown, which has
impact on Xerox business. But our
company is trying to perform well
against all odds. A company like us is
very flexible and very well paid. Last
year we did very well in the international
market, though the last quarter of the
year was not so good, because of the
weakness of the world economy. But we
are doing excellent in terms of other
regions’ performances. We are doing
world wide very well, in India as well,
market share also has grown. In Dhaka
as well we are doing very well. New
business is coming in.

C.J : How you will compare
Bangladesh market with the other Asian
markets?

Vipin Tuteja : Bangladesh posses a
huge potential market. It is the right
situation to invest in Bangladesh. Present
political situation has improved
positively as well. Conditions are really
right in terms of expanding market. We
have noticed, though other countries are
much affected by global economic
meltdowns, but Bangladesh market is
still much more stable.

C.J : What is your observation about
the printer market in Bangladesh?

Vipin Tuteja : I think the
printer market in Bangladesh
is very much untouched. The
way we look at the printing
that what the printing does, is
most important. Prints do
perform our communication,
and how we see the
effectiveness of this
communication, this is the
main concept behind the
printing.  Whatever  the
content is on the print, it has objectives,
these objectives are met or not. So when
we communicate, how the
communication can be improved, is a
vital question. So our perspective on the
print is quite different, and in that respect
we find tremendous amount of
potentiality in printer market in
Bangladesh.

C.J : In Bangladesh the printer
market have already been captured by
HP, Canon, Lexmark etc. In such a
situation what will be the strategy from

. your part in Bangladesh.

Vipin Tuteja : I think my previous
answer very much captured this point,
because when we are looking at the press,
we are not just looking for selling printers,
but are looking at selling solutions in the
market, we want to add value rather than
selling printer. So, I think in that sense the
strategy of Xerox is quite different from
our competitors.



Wireless Communication Laboratory and
Training Center Equipment Switch-on

The Huawei-BUET (EEE) Wireless Communication
Laboratory and Training Center Equipment ‘Switch-on’
program was held on January 22 last at training center in
BUET campus. Prof. Dr. AM.M. Safiullah, Vice Chancellor
of BUET visited the training center and switched-on the
equipment. During his short speech AM.M Safiullah,
mentioned, ‘this is a historic moment for Bangladesh technical
society and as well as BUET’. He also said that BUET
students would be greatly benefited from this initiative which
will help our society to create more telecommunication
experts in Bangladesh. He expressed his heartiest thanks to
Huawei Technologies (Bangladesh) Ltd,. Prof. Dr. Aminul
Hoque, Head of EEE, BUET. Prof. Dr. Satya Prasad
Majumder of EEE, BUET also attended the program.

Asif Zaman, Director, HR and Admin, Huawei
Technologies, attended the event. In his speech he also
mentioned it as a remarkable milestone in the history of
technical education in Bangladesh. From Huawei side the
program was also attended by Rubyet Adnan, Deputy Head
Product, Kaiser Wahab, HR Manager, Touhidul Hassan, HR
Manager along with the staffs of training department and
engineers, who involved in equipment installation.

Huawei-BUET (EEE) Wireless Communication
Laboratory and Training Center agreement was signed on July
16, 2008. The equipment arrived on October 2008. Huawei
started the equipment installation in October 2008 and
installation work completed on January 15, 2009 «

Transcend StoreJet 25P Receives
‘Editor’s Choice’ Award

Popular Russian  publication
Computer Press Magazine recently
awarded Transcend its ‘Editor’s
Choice’ recognition in the magazine's
review of the StoreJet 25P portable
hard drive. Transcend's Storelet 25P
\ was praised by Computer Press for its
portable convenience and reliability. The fact that StoreJet 25P
outperformed all rival ‘products from its competitors
demonstrates how Transcend has successfully developed into a
serious consumer electronics manufacturer with innovative,
high-quality products.

Computer Press’s praise of the StoreJet 25P can be found in
the latest issue of the magazine. Computer Press is the biggest
computer magazine in Russia with over 373,000 readers per
month. Focusing primarily on new technology and high-tech
products, Computer Press covers all the hottest gadgets and
gear with in-depth product testing and analyses, while zeroing-
in on the latest technological trends and breakthroughs around
the world. Its readers include working professionals, IT-savvy
individuals and even newcomers who seek knowledge into the
world of IT and consumer electronics.

Being the exclusive distributor of Transcend in Bangladesh,
United Computer Centre has been serving the market with all
Transcend StoreJet 2.5” Portable Hard Drive models with a
variety of capacity ranging from 160GB to 500GB. For further
details, call : 8120789 =

For the  second
consecutive year, the
powerful and energy-
efficient HP BladeSystem
c-Class  server  has
dominated the TOP500
list of the world’s largest
supercomputing
installations by delivering
a flexible architecture that provides customers with
measurable cost, space and energy savings, reveals HP here in
Dhaka on Janury 1, 2009.

Including systems built on HP ProLiant architectures, HP
now commands a total of 41.8 per cent of systems on the
TOP500 list, while IBM slipped to 37.6 percent. HP
BladeSystem powers 40.2 per cent of the systems on the most
recently announced list; this represents more blade
installations than all other vendors combined. Versatile,
energy-efficient and affordable, HP blade servers provide
customers with the maximum density required for high-
performance and scale-out computing.

With 201 placements, the number of HP BladeSystem
servers on the TOP500 list has increased by 5 percentage points
compared to the June 2008 ranking and by 10 percentage points
compared to June 2007. The number of high-performance
computing (HPC) installations using blade servers on the
TOP500 list has increased more than any other single computing
architecture. In fact, blade-powered systems are increasingly
replacing proprietary systems in the HPC area and legacy
mainframe architectures in commercial environments.

“Customers can maximize their high-performance
computing investments while increasing energy efficiency
with blades, clearly improving their bottom line,” «

HP BladeSstem Dominates

Microsoft Beats Google

Microsoft has beat out Google to become the default search
provider on all phones on the Verizon Wireless network.

Steve Ballmer made the announcement to a packed hall as
part of his keynote address at the 2009 Consumer Electronics
Show in Las Vegas recently.

Starting in the first half of 2009, Microsoft (MSFT, Fortune
500) will power all search on Verizon Wireless devices and
serve up the advertising.

The five-year deal is strategically critical to Microsoft,
which didn’t yet have a search deal in the United States.
Competitor Yahoo (YHOO, Fortune 500) powers AT&T and
T-Mobile and Google (GOOG, Fortune 500) is the search
provider for Sprint. That’s why Microsoft has fought so hard
to wrangle the deal from the reigning search giant «

$10 laptop shackles MIT's OLPC Project

New Delhi: As a rebuff to MIT's One Laptop Per Child
(OLPC) project, the $10 laptop from National Mission on
Education will be introduced in India. The basic mindset
behind the introduction of the low-cost gadget is to extend
computer infrastructure and connectivity to over 18,000
colleges in India.

Apart from questioning the technology of $100 laptops, the
main reason for Indian HRD ministry's resistance to MIT's
Nicholas Negroponte's OLPC project was the high and the
hidden cost that worked out to be $200, report The Economic
Times. The ministry has entered into an agreement with four
publishers, Macmillan, Tata McGraw Hill, Prentice-Hall and
Vikas Publishing to upload their textbooks on 'Sakshat', a
government online portal. With an 11th plan outlay of
Rs.4,612 crore, the Indian government would give Rs.2.5 lakh
per institution for 10 Kbps connection and subsidize 25 per
cent of costs for private and state government colleges =
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$form =

“<form
method=\"post\">

<input type=\"hidden\" name=\"seenform\”
value=\"y\">

Keyword: <br>

<input type=\"text\" name=\"keyword\"”
size=\"20\" maxlength=\"20\" value=\"\"> <br>

Search Focus:<br>

<select name=\"category\">

<option value=\"\">Choose a category:

<option value=\"cust_id\">Customer ID

<option value=\"cust_name\">Customer Name

<option value=\"cust_email\">Customer
Email

</select><br>

<input type=\"submit\” value=\"search\">

</form>

action=\"searchengine.php\”

// If the form has not been displayed, show it.

if ($seenform != “y”) :

print $form;

else :

// connect to MySQL server and select database

@mysql_connect(“localhost”, “web”, “ffttss”)

or die("Could not connect to MySQL serverl"),

@mysql_select_db(“company”)
die("Could not select company database!”);

// form and execute query statement

$query = "SELECT cust_id, cust_name,
cust_email

FROM customers WHERE $category =
‘$keyword";

$result = mysql_query($query);

// If no matches found, display message and
redisplay form

if (mysql_num_rows($result) == 0) :

print “Sorry, but no matches were found.
Please try your search again:”;

print $form;

// matches found,
display results

else :

therefore format and

// format and display returned row values.

list($id, $name, $email) = mysql_fetch_row
($result);

print “<h3>Customer Information:</h3>";

print “<b>Name:</b> $name <br>";

print “<b>Identification #:</b> $id <br>";

print “<b>Email:</b> <a href=\"mailto:
$email\">$email</a> <br>";

print “<h3>O0rder History:</h3>";// form
and execute ‘orders’ query

$query = "SELECT order_id,
quantity

FROM orders WHERE cust_id = ‘$id”

ORDER BY quantity DESC";

$result = mysql_ query($query)'

print “<tab|e border = 1>";

print “<tr><th>Order ID</th><th>Product
ID</th><th>Quantity</th></tr>";

// format and display returned row values.

while (list($order_id,$prod_id,$quantity) =
mysql_fetch_row($result)):

print “<tr>";

print “<td>$order_id</td><td>$prod_id
</td><td>$quantity</td>";

print “</tr>";

endwhile;

print “</table>";

endif;

endif;

?>
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<!- search box begins cse="google” -=>

<form id="searchbox_004223467
171690464973:xxmvnhpkssg” action="http:
//www.google.com/cse”>

<input value="004223467171690464973
:xxmvnhpkssg” name="cx” type="hidden"/>

<input name="q" size="40" type="text"/>

<input value="Search” name="sa” type=
"submit”/>

<input value="FORID:0" name="cof” type=
"hidden"/>

</form>

<script src="http://www.google.com/coop/
cse/brand?form=searchbox_00422346717169
0464973%3Axxm vnhpkssg”
type="text/javascript”>

</script>

<!- search box cse="ends” google -=></!-
></1->
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prod_id,

// connect to MySQL server and select
database

@mysql_connect("localhost”, “web”, “ffttss”)

or die("Could not connect to MySQL
server!”);

@mysql_select_db("company”)
die("Could not select company database!”);

/1 1f the $key variable is not set, default to ‘quantity’

if (! isset($key)) :

$key = “quantity”;

endif;

// create and execute query. Any retrieved
data is sorted in descending order

$query = "SELECT order_id,
prod_id, quantity

FROM orders ORDER BY $key DESC”;

$result = mysql_query($query);

// create table header

print “<table border = 1>";

print “<tr>

<th><a href=\"tablesorter.php?key=
order_id\">Order ID</a></th>

<th><a href=\"tablesorter.php?key=
cust_id\”">Customer ID</a></th>

<th><a href=\"tablesorter.php?key=
prod_id\">Product ID</a></th>

<th><a href=\"tablesorter.php?key=
quantity\">Quantity</a></th></tr>";

// format and display each row value

while (list($order_id, $cust_id, $prod_id,
$quantity) =

mysql_fetch_row($result)) :

print “<tr>";

print “<td>$order_id</td><td>$cust_id </td>

<td>$prod_id</td><td>$quantity</td>";p
rint “</tr>";

endwhile;

// close table

print “</table>";
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<html|>

<?

INCLUDE("init.inc”);

?>

<head>

<title><?=4title;?></title>

</head>

<body bgcolor="#ffffff" text="#000000"
link="#808040" vlink="#808040"

alink="#808040">

<?

if (! $seenform) :

7>

<form action="add_bookmark.php” method ="post”>

<input type="hidden” name="seenform”
value="y">

Category: <br>

<select name="category”>

<opt|on value="">Choose a category:

cust_id,

whlle (Ilst(skey, $value) = each($cate gories)) :

print “<option value=\"$key\">$value”;

endwhile;

?>

</select><br>

Site Name:<br>

<input type="text” name="site_name”
size="15" maxlength="30" value=""><br>

URL: (do <i>not</i> include “http://"!) <br>

<input type="text” name="url” size="35"
maxlength="50" value=""><br>

Description: <br>

<textarea name="description”
cols="30"></textarea><br>

<input type="submit” value="submit”>

</form>

<?

else :

add_bookmark($category, $site_name, $url,
$description);

print “<h4>Your bookmark has been added
to the repository. <a

href=\"index.php\">Click
return to the index.</h4>";

endif;

7>
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