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e-Content & ICT for
Development Award 2010

Computer Jagat Report 1 Ministry of
Science and ICT and D.Net jointly
launched ‘e-Content and ICT for
Development Award 2010° for the e-
content products and ICT imtiatives,
From now on, it will be an annual event.
The contest will be held in 14 categories
both for on-line and off-line content
products and ICT applications. Reputed
experts comprise the Jury for selection of
best products from Bangladesh. The
best products will be promoted in the
national and global media and will be
nominated for world contest. The next
world contest World Summit Award will
be held in 2011.

The objective of the contest is to
identify the best ICT mitiative and o-
content from Bangladesh for promotion
globally and definitely encourage new
institutions to take new initiatives to
accomplish the vision of Digital
Bangladesh.

e-Content and 1CT for Development
Award 2010 launched on 21 January,
2010 at Bangladesh Computer Council
(BCC), Agargaon, Dhaka. Architect
Yeafesh Osman, State Minister, Ministry
of Science and ICT for launched the
ceremony.

e-Content and ICT for Development
Awvard 2010 nominations are open for
individuals  and  institutions 0 14
categones: e-Government & Institutions;
e-Health; e-Leaming & Education; c-
Games; e- Entertainment; e-Culture &
Heritage; e-Science & Technology: e-
Environment; e-Business & Commerce:
e-Enterprise & Livelihood; e-Inclusion
& Participation; e-Localisation; e-News;
Mobile Content,

Participation timeline : March 20,
20010

Tentative time for Award giving
ceremony of e-Contemt & ICT for
Development Award 2010 ; April-May,
2000 Date will be fixed later on,

For details and submission of
nominations:
hup:www.eaward.org.bd,
http://naward.dnet.org.bd
http://www.thedailystar.net,
http:/fwww.prothom-alo.com, and
httpewww. comjagat.com.

Terms and Conditions
The competition for e-Content and

ICT for Development Award 2010 is
open o any company, organization and
individual originated i Bangladesh and
invalved in the content industry;

One organisation can submit unlimited
number  of  products/applications/
mitiatives. In case  of  multiple
submissions by one organization, each
product requires a separate registration;

All entries have to be complete
products  and  ready  for  the
market/use/application.  No  drafis,
demonstrations or unfinished prototypes
are accepted;

The release vear of a project must be
2007, 2008 or 2009;

Producer must have the copyright
permission for any pictures, sound,
content ete. used fore the production of
his application;

The interface of the products can be in
Bangla or in English;

One product may be submitted only
once. For example, if the product 1s
participating in Jeeon e-Content Award
2010 will not be eligible for participation
in 2011:

Incomplete submissions and those not
conforming 1o the contest rules will be
disqualified without any further notice.
There is no possible legal recourse
against such decisions;

Content and product can be submitted
by post (non refundable). Postal address
for submission is D.Net, &/8, Humayun
Road, Block-B, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-
1207;

Along with the completion of the
registration, participants in the Award
accept the rules, guidelines and Award
griteria goverming the WORLD
SUMMIT AWARD. There is no possible
legal recourse against the organizers;

Registration and submission of a
product to the evaluation itself does in no
way entitle it to any specific benefits.
There is no possible legal recourse
against the organizers;

Submitters are held responsible for the
smooth functioning of their products,
Evaluation Criteria

There are two sets of criteria, One 15
for content and applications; another is
for ICT4D filed level Interventions.
Content or Applications

01. Cuality

02. Comprehensiveness of content

<2 IR 1 1

03, Ease of use:
navigation and onentation
04, Value added through interactivity
and multimedia
05. Attractiveness of design (aesthetic
value of graphics/audio)
06, Qualty of
{technical realization)
07. Aceess through Multiple Channels
08, Strategic importance for the
development of the Information Society
09, Accessibility according 1o the
W3C

ICT Interventions

01, Innovation

02. Coverage of Beneficiary (Current
and Potential)

03. Quality of Delivery

(4. Holistic approach

05. Replicable

06. Scalability

07. Sustainability

08. Participation of Target Beneficiary

09. Cost-cffectiveness

10, Strategic importance for the
development of the Information Society

11. Accessibility

functionality,

craftsmanship

Best content  Selection  Process
First round: Submitted nominations will
be screened with software. Complete and
relevant nominations will be distributed
among jury members, Jury members will
give their scores on online. All score will
be processed wsing an online blind
system and five products will be
selected. It is to mention that number of
selection can be change based on the
quality of submitted products.

Final round

All Jury will vote for the best product,
based on the presentation of the top 5
products and select Champion, first
runner up and second munner up. To
avoid unexpected situation name of jury
members will be conceal till award
giving ceremony.

The contest is jointly launched by
Mimstry of Science and ICT and D.Net.
Digital Empowerment  Foundation
(DEF) is the knowledge partner. The
organising partners are The daily Star
and The Prothom Alo. Media partners
Channel 1 and abe radio, Online partner
www.comjagal.com. [nternel partner
www.lemon24.com. Current sponsor
bdjobs.com. =N



English Section

nformation  technology, which
Ixtﬂ.nn:d as a technology for the
scientists  and  engineers  has
penctrated deep into our societyv. The
technology’s power of developing the
sociely i1s so immense that today it s
tagged with important revolutions of
Steel Age, Bronze Age to today's
Information Technology Age. Developed
and developing countries have found
common technology to foster global
economic development and bridging the
divides of haves and have nots.

Globally information technology has
largely been used as a knowledge-
sharing and business automation tool
replacing many old ways of doing
things—from accounting to ERP, snail to
electronic mail, library indexes o online
searches and even onling-only  banks.
Though it evolved as a corporate and
personal enabler, IT has a deep social
presence and impact as well. Think
cilizen jowrnabism and micro-blogging,
where ordinary people can  share
thoughts and expose facts in ways that
were largely unthinkable merely a
decade ago,

In the same stnide, 1T can be used very
effectively to make the society we live in
more  transparent by bringing in
accountability through timely and
relevant publishing of data that matters.
This is particularly true for public sector
organizations in developing countries
where people generally believe that it
takes too long to  get anything
processed—Ilet alone finding the status
of civie service requests.
Take for example Bol — Board of
Investment of Bangladesh. Investors can
easily search and cross-check their
registration status details via Bol file
tracking system. Such information is
umversally available, it makes quite
difficult for sharks in the organization to
harass  the potential  investors,
Availability of train tickets through cell
phone will surely mitigate the plights of
hundreds of passengers queuing during
Eid holidays. And this happens by
simply empowering the citizens by using
Information Technology (IT) based
apphications accessible,

Thus, publishing all the available data
even in most basic searchable format and
providing services through IT over the
internet 15 the first step towards
introducing culture of visibility and
openness. The inheremt conflict of
interest between those perceived to be
wronged and those perceived to be
cormupt ensures that neither of the one
gets a good deal.

Internationally, a lot of effort has gone
into utilizing IT for public sector
accountability, In the USA. initiatives
such as Federal Funding Accountability

and Transparency Act of 2006 and Open
Government Directive makes federal
funding data available to the general
public. Sites such as Fedspending.orz
and UsaSpending.gov have detailed
onling catalogues, dashboards  and
breakdown of government contracts,
loans, grants, direct payments cte, along
with data.gov that has grown from 47 to
168,000 online datasets in less than a
year.

Similarly, Edgar database at Sec.gov
provides public access to corporate
reports that are filed periodically and
contain financial and audit reports. In the
UK, data.govuk provides datasets that
include  everything from  crime,
environment, education and
transportation. These sites  provide

extensive scarch mechanisms, allow
visitors to suggest additions in the data
offered and ensure data availability in
universally accessible formats, such as
simple text files,

and

Digital Ban

making (think of individuals browsing
through Geographic Information System
to verify land ownership records and
last-paid sale price before buying a
home), it will also assist in long-term
policy making since data of public
initiatives and their outcomes can be
mapped over time without manipulation.
With effective data capturing tools at the
last mile, transactional data such as
number of patients, diagnosis of disease
and medicine availability in case of
public health services can, in fact, save
lives by allowing proper response
against developing SCENArios.
IT is not a solution in itself, but a tool
which if used properly, has the potential
to empower ordinary citizens like never
before, To harness the power of IT the
government needs to utilize the best of
its IT graduates to design and implement
the show, Unfortunately our society in
general and bureaucrats in particular,
which has lost its honesty, has grown

hno 0g)
gladesh

Ahmed Hafiz Khan

Building upon information availability
made possible through legislation,
voluntary participation or  through
community participation  (such as
customer rights groups), the next step is
to put in place a mechanism that allows
resolution of objections, discrepancies
and complains identificd against the
data. Also, informing evervone about
time it takes to offer a particular service,
and status of in-process requests goes a
long way in ensuring transparency.

For imstance, if the revenue and
Development budget utilization data,
along with status of all public service
projects with progress against contract
conditions, is available online, citizens
can ecasily validate (and question il
required) the basis of funding and
independently monitor the quality of
deliverables. This can become a great
tool for investigative journalism as well
as keeping abreast with the what, who
and where of everything. This can
eventually take the form of "Google for
government” envisioned by Barack
Obama where citizens would be able to
know  nearly everything about
government by simply browsing through
data of various agencies and divisions.

Transparency  through  data
availability can have a number of
incidental advantages too. Not only does
it pave way for informed decision

appetite for earning casy money and
lavish lifestyle through misappropriation
of development funds. The sycophants in
the government have smelled *money” in
governments  vision of  Digital
Bangladesh. Their hemmous move to
curtail the authority and degrade
Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC)
and Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC) is an
ominous  sign  of danger. Recent
announcement such as taking away the
licensing authonty of BTRC by the
Ministry of Post and Telecommunication
and degrading BCC to directorate are
counter o the concept of political vision
of Digital Bangladesh, The sabotage of
government's program from within its
burcaucracy shows the weakness of the
political leadership of the government.

The time has come that the
government realizes that realization of
Digital Bangladesh rests on the
utilization of the potentials of its top IT
professionals  coming out of top
mstitutions. The ways have to be found
to mainstreaming  these talents not
mainstreaming the greed’s of the
burcaucrats, The never ending test of
wit  between the ministers and
burcaucrats depicted in famous episodes
of *Yes Minister” is clearly visible and
the vision of Digital Bangladesh is losing
grounds. =0
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ASUS Reaffirms Green Initiative
with More EPEAT Gold Products

ASUS, the leading provider of innovative digital solutions
and a company with a strong environmental focus, has once
again delivered products that meet the Electronics Products
Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) Gold certification
standards,

The Eee PC Seashell 1005HA, 1101HA, and 1001HA are
the first models in the Eee PC range to attain the
environmental standards required to be certified EPEAT Gold.
As a further nod to the environment, 9% of their parts, as
well as 80% of the packaging materials used, are recyelable.

Nine ASUS LCD monitors have also attained EPEAT Gold
certification. The VH202T-P, VH222H-P. VH232H-P,
VH236H-F, VH236HL-F, VH242H-F, VH242HL-PF, VH235T-
P and VWI98T-P LCD monitors were recognized by EPEAT
for reduced mercury usage as well as the use of post-consumer
recycled plastics during manufacturing. These environmental
features do not compromise the monitor’s performance or
reliability. For contact : Global Brand Pvi. Lid. Phone :
01713257916, 8123281 .«

Companies Look to Technology
to Overcome Market Challenges

HP recently at Dhaka has announced new global research
that shows organizations around the world expect technology
to help them meet the challenges of today's unpredictable
business environment and anticipate future business needs.

According to the global study, more than 90 percent of
senior business decision makers believe business cycles will
continue to be unpredictable in the next few years. Seven out
of 10 believe this new economy will change the way business
planning works.

Mearly 73 percent of business leaders say their technology
department is a fundamental enabler of their business’ success.
Eight out of 10 leaders think the new economy will require
significantly more technology focused on market-based needs.

“Technology 15 the sustaining force of any organization. To
succeed, organizations must be adept at using technology to
navigate change and seize opportunities.” said Ann
Livermore, executive vice president, HP Enterprise Business,
“HP believes technology can and should make a significant
contribution 1o every organization’s ability not just to cope,
but to thrive. Our customers see this as well.”

According to 84 percent of business leaders, innovation is
critical to their organization's success in the new economy.
Two-thirds of these business leaders are using technology to
wlentify new business opportunitics and 71 percent said they
would invest in more technology if they could see it was
meeting time-to-market and business opportunity needs,

The research also shows B0 percent of organizations
indicated their business and technology approach must be
more flexible to meet changing customer needs.

Eighty-nine percent of organizations in all regions believe
it is possible that companies that go back to the old ways of
planning business growth and market development will lose
out to those that master the effective use of technology in the
unpredictable business climate,

Coleman Parkes Research Ltd. conducted the survey,
commissioned by HP, by performing 550 detailed interviews
with 150 business executives  (chief executive
officers'managing directors) and 400 technology experts
(CIOs/chiel operations officers). More data is available at
www.hp.com/go/HPEnterpriscResearch(9 «

HP Delivers Breakthrough Converged
Infrastructure Architecture

HP on Feb. 10, 2010 unveiled the HP Converged
Infrastructure Architecture and associated services and partner
offerings that provide a blueprint for chief information officers
to create elasticity in their technology environments,
supporting innovation in their businesses.

Today, only 34 percent of typical IT budgets are dedicated
to business innovation. This is because the proliferation of 1T
sprawl has created technology silos i data centers that
consume up to 66 percent of the technology budget for
maintenance and operations. Selving the issue of [T sprawl is
expected to create a S35 billion market opportunity for
converged infrastructure solutions by 2012

The HP Converged Infrastructure enables data center
environments that allow organizations to focus on innovation
and making technology a key differentiator for their
businesses. It integrates existing silos of compute, storage,
network and facility resources with unified management to
deliver a  wvirtualized, highly automated technology
environment. With pools of shared services that can be
leveraged on the fly, businesses increase the flexibility of their
environments and speed time to application value.

In a related advance, HP has extended the HP BladeSystem
Solution Bulder program to enable additional independent
sofiware vendors 1o build solutions that customers can quickly
deploy and easily manage in a converged infrastructure «

|OM Introduces Toshiba NB305 Series Netbook

International Office Machines in short 10M, distributor of
TOSHIBA laptop in Bangladesh introduces the mini NB303,
the next generation of its award-winning netbook,
The mini laptop is built for comfort and style,
TOSHIBA targeted those users, who are
“ee looking for a secondary ultra portable
- ﬂumpuling device and who don™t want to
compromise on usability and design, the new models offer an
enhanced feature set with an ultra long battery life of up to 11
hours, The NB305 has extended battery life for all-day
computing. TOSHIBA had improved the design of netbook
range and given the Toshiba NB3035 series an even more
sophisticated look for customers. Customer will get
incorporated features geared towards the usage pattern, such
as an ultra long battery life, low weight and hard drive
protection oplion «

InFocus Projectors Now
Available In Bangladesh

InFocus Corporation, USA, the industry pioneer in digital
projection technology has partnered with International Office
Equipment (IOE) to market and promote
their product in Bangladesh.

The company's digital projectors make %8
bright ideas brilhant everywhere people gather
to  communicate and be entertained in  meetings,
presentations, classrooms and living rooms around the world.
Backed by more than 20 vears of experience and innovation in
digital projections, and over 245 patents, InFocus 15 dedicated
to setting the industry standard for large format visual display.
The company is based in Wilsonville, Oregon. with operations
in North America, Europe and Asia

InFocus is the only projector in the market with wireless
technology capability, split sereen and plug and play
technology «
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