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Bangladesh Computer Council Realizes
Vision 2021 : Digital Bangladesh

angladesh Computer Coumicl
B i= an exveptional organization
which 15 workmg behind all
endeavors towards renloring the Vision
2021 Dhgital Bangladesh, Bangladissl
Computer Council has  received
internabiwnal awards i the Torm of
Manthan Aweard 2011 0s recognilion o
W5 contrbotwn in Inlommeteon and
Commemnication Techilogy for Dhgitul
Inehasion The award  winmng
contributions are ceablishment of TIER
3 certifped Natiomal [sta Center amel the
17 computer training class rooms
meross the country o oschools ond
colleges, BOC has created WiFL zones in
Jahmmgamagar and Mowlana  Bhasham
University of Scicnce & Technology and
eyt centers in 11 Lniversities
Bangladesh  Computer  Council
(BCCY has alse established 1003 nion
Infirmation Service Centers (UI3C) in
remote anses where electric supply froa
the national grid is nol available o
bridge the digitad divide through the
creation of the shared access centers for
the miral comamties. Apart from these
BCC has established 147 Commumity o-
Centers af Upazalla with solar power 1o
create a digita] inclusive environment For
thir commmunies oulsade the big cites
The offices of the 7 Divisicnal
Commissioners . amd & Phstrect
Comunissivners have been brought under
the Jocal aren petwork commectsd o
interieel for providing. e-services. This
infrestrisnre % wow beimg wtilized o
bring the services to the deor steps of the
cilppen by the govensment thaough the
deplovment of applications by 421
Program of the Prime Mimiste s Office
The close collabomtion between BCC
amel AZ] has created a wme=win siiabion
lor the notion 0 brng the e-services o
the door steps of the common msses.
BCC is now pushimg forward with
apenda of realizing [gnal Bangladesd
through  projécts @0 establish &
exunirywide govenumenl 1T metwark In
comnect  all  ministries,  divisions,
depsaniments, srganizations und offices
under a single network. Ore such project
1% Imanced by the governmient of
Republic of Korea through Korea Exim
Bank. The technenl evaluaison of the

Tarique M Barkatullah

temeler umcer this propect 35 complete and
now bhemg reviewed by the opproprinte
authoniies, The approval process for the
sepond phase of this project o be
fanced by the Government of the
Peoples Republic of Ching 15 now under
precess 115 expected thal work under
Taoth the praject will be completed by
[ecember 20083 10 bring new dimenson
torwands a responsible and for the people
Eovernpen
Bungladesh
Lompuater Couneal
is creating
inirasreiures that
complics with the
internatinmgal
stamdards and s
Tobnsh 10 serve the
national  needs
Apard ITam
crealing
infrasrmcire BCC
i= alsa providing
trwinmig W the
governmenl
emplevess s well
a5 pravuie
mdividicals, These
truimings are
conductied i
Dhnkn,  Syihet,
Fapidpor, Fagshahi,
Ehulma, Chittagong and Barisal. Special
LCT trammings are also conducted for the
tenchwera to uin them on asing 1CT for
edwsition md government amplovees o
s ICT in their work process.
Banglsdesh Compater Councl and
A2 Program bave chalked oul exciting
e applications for cilizen services
mmping - oo the  wewly  crented
imirastciime, The estabhshment of data
cemder itself s =aving (the  nation
comsadernble sum m loreipn exchange by
affering  the intemational  standard
services witlin the country, 10T exparts
from BCC comdinue 1o play significant
robe m the  design,  procanement,
deployment of TCT hased maomation in
the govermnent, Dnancial sector and
education sector. BOC has contribated to
Bingladesh Election Commpssion in
creating Motionn] Flectom] Role with
Photogriphs, Drepartment ol

eR] o o

AL Tek

Eangladesh Computer Council has receivad
Imterraticnal awands in the form of Manthan
Aiward 2011 a5 recognition for its contrigution
in Information and Cammunication Technalogy
for Cégital Incluskan

Irvmgration and |':|ﬁsr_|u1rt5 s rodbing ol
Machine Meadable Possport and Visa,
Hamgladeh Felacom HI.'EII]:I.I(IJ’\
Commission in recrwiting consultant for
the Bangabanclhin Satellie et

BOCC is also pluying an importan mle
m omainstreamimg Baogla o ICT
Committee  [or  Stamdardization  of
Bangla For wee i [CT headed by the
executive  director of BCC  has
successlully
developed
mationa]  stamdord
for bangln key pad
for mshile plwne
amed npdated
Bangladesh
Hdandard for
Bangla Charscier
Hat for
Information

Interchange 1o

contiply withy
Unicode 6.0,
Thisee  standards

bas heen declared
nalioaal stamdard
by Eangladesh
Stankards amal
Tesd timng
Iastbits

BCC's role is
growing wath the
adoptation of ICT in governence nnd e-
services, BOC mow provides web amd
applicatin hestimg along with belp desk
services 107 e-sorvices [HE B imensse
in complexity of the work process
reEiremend fiar ooanpitier sczence (O8]
and compurer science & engineering
(CSE) gradiates m BCC 15 prowing. The
rexjuired skill sets for job globally axd in
BOC iz now predommantly for C8 &
CHEE pradumtes. The demamd for CF &
CSE graduales  are  growing
covernment und industry, BOC offers
miemship programs for 1EK graduates
o gain proctical skalls in govenoment and
melisiey every v

Banglodesh Compater Counel looks
forward w mes the challenges of
tomogrow. B working  for  the
development of both the public and
privabe sector o realize the VWision 2021,
Tgiial Bangladesh mm
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CPTU e-GP Portal

Custom or Customized?

Wild claims cast shadow over World Bank funded electronic
tendering system of Bangladesh; and No to local IT

he CTTL web site cloums thot 1t is
| o cstedn buill solution owned and
_aperated by CFTLL The contrctor
sV it ds @ micro poital of oo Indan
comipany, [Recent press reporis bad the
comipany o change its cloim but it hasdly
esinhlishes the websibe 15 tnaly custem
bailr or o hodgepodge of sease Indisn
compeny eGP engine with interiaces
from Bangladesh, The change of the
clmm that it 15 0 MM e-procurement
portal a1 the bebest of CFIW handly
mukes evervibing nght. Why dud the
company msake this claim fn the liest
pluce? Where 15 the sile lecnled ud whao
operates and controls BT And wha wall
operste and maimdnn 17
Ihe fact that this Electronic
Tendering System of the Government of
Bangbodesh i being developed with
World Donk funds umder the Public
Procurement Beform Project 11, ame
winld hove exprecied the sunctity ol the
syatemn  would  be  foranosi. The
wemknesses of the Electronie Tendering
Syasemn are aliewdy making initin] users
expsperated. There wene mstances of one
agency  being  able o see  anothe
apencies  dushbonrd,  Smmilarly  on
aceasions the dashboard of one Tenderer
hos been exposed 0 another Tenderer
Thie privacy of the users is a must if any
government sgency b= expocted tr nse
the systemi. The fdings ol Tender
Evoluntion Commuties members can oll
be overubed by the Chair of the
commitiee 85 only e can give (he
approval. The syatemn does md ke o
aocomml the opinion of ether Tender
Committes members who may  have
Foamd the badder non-responsive
In the CPTU website it is stated that
it 15 the HNatonnl e-Government
Procurement  {e-GF) portal of the
Govermment ¢f the People’s Republi of
Banglodesl. The websie is developed,
wwned and being opersed by the Central
Procurement Techaieal Unit (CFTUY,

Ahmed Hafiz Khan

IME Division of Minsry of Flonmng
The e-GF system provides an oi-line
plotform to enmy ol the procurement
activities by the Public Agencies -
Procuring Agencies (PAS) umd Procurimg
Entities (FEsp I states: that the eGP
system s o Angle web portal from where
ad through which PAs and PES wall be
nhli o perfomm their procurement reloted
activities using a dedicated secured web
based doshboard. The eGP syslem is
apparently hosted in eGP Data Center at
CFTU, ol dhe e-GF web porial is
aceessible by il Pas and FEs through
internet far their ose,

The e-Govenument Procurement
Electmonic Tendering Svatem nbroduged
under the Public Procurement Reform
Propect {FFRP) i= being supported by the
World Bank and will be used by all the
governmend organistions which will
help m ensuring equal access o the
Badder=Tenderers, efficiency,
ransporency  and accountability. in the
public procurement process in the
COLNERy

These statements in the CPTU Home
Page do have awy rosm for ambiguity
regonding |he scope of the Electmonie
Tendering  Svsbem and §8 ownership.
Apparently  the controel for VeGP
Syatem Developument aad
Implementation Consultan” il mentions
that Bangladesh “will cwn the IFIL and
copyvright of the e-GF soltware for use in
Bangladesh only™. The “developed and
owned” sofitware is restricted o use only
1o Bangladesh Whal does this imply?

At the moment the CFTU 15 m the
process of handing over the apesation of
the svstem 1o the Hyderabod and
Almadabod companses and virually o
Bongladesh professwonnl mpat s there,
Bangladesh Government 1T experts and
nendemics Feel thot the people to man
thiz system are available in Bangladesh
and  such ewclusien of Banglndesh
expelts 5 unnecessany. [ expensive

- Y -

wd il i creating dependence on sane
overseos private enliies wnnecessarily,
The CPTU i5 wsing its geodwil] with the
World Bank of having carrsed o some
reforms through crenting the Public
Procorement  Act and  Public
FProcurement Rules o gel the lnmely
wsieceptablie e-GF system sccepbed but
m gontmol of  the  developers m
Ahmadabac.

The project was desipned o give the
Ogegation and  Maintenance o
Banglodesh  companies.  The CFTL
mstead is giving the O&M to the
componies  from  Hydersbod — and
Ahmadabad. In fhe Project Appraizal
Document of the Workk Bank | which is
available i the web, it ts clearly
arteulated the development of the eGP
gystemn with the assigtance of an
Intermational Consultand - bt nominated
Bangladoesh company with experience Lo
be pssocinted o tnke over the proqect
for snstainahdlity. This plan has beean
overfurned in faveur of giving the
aperation and maintesance 1o te foregn
compionmies where the presence of
Bangladesh personnel or e nominaed
Bangladesh Compemy hardly exists, The
Data Center is to be remodely managed
onid the rell o of the e-GF system oo
large number of government -dgencies
will be by oversems personne]l that
hasically pash costs up cidrmonsly.

Az m bockground 1o the procurement
mudesr the Project i3 concerned &
Mepalese 1T Engmes, Rajesh K Sakhya,
with no experience of building gimilar

governmend  elecironie  procuncmenl
ayslem  was o engaged  as eGP
Implementotion and  Momlormg

Consulinnt” for a period of fifleen
manths This was extended to thirty three
months to cover four vears of the project
so far @5 stated in the PPRPH
Procurement Flan Version -5 available in
the Intermel Ohver twenly  compames
applicd  for  the  e-GF  system »
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development but of the six prequalified
of which anly twia subamitsed the bids e
GEE America InfoTech Limited India,
aned PricewalerhouseCoopers, The lead
company did not bave anv e-GF svslem
development experience bl their sab-
comsultant 1 India did. C1 Indin TR the
{155 America InfoTech Limdted India
consgrtium prior to signing of the

Comtract, The 1 was subsequently
replaced by abeProcure  or  e-
Procurement  Technologies  Limited

When the contract was awarded aboaut
100 man months was added o e offer
Tir. Paul Schafter was the [nlemational o-
G consultant myvolved i velling related
eGP procurement  and  changes
vemidor suppdy of Hardware and soltware

it is reporied.
The inpul of the Intemitona] eLiP
Implementation snd  Monitoring

Comsultant went up from 15 man-months
o until mow: There was bocal capacity in
lerms. of  consulumis which  was
sadelived. It is now very clear as o why
this has been s as the compelling
increass in dependence demonstrates,
Il World Bank wiebsie states that
The objective of the Secomd Public
Procurement  Reform  Propect 15 o
improve performance of the public
procurement syslem progressively an
Bangladesh, fovusing largely on the key
sectorn] manisines and tapeting ther
implementing agencics. I woubd e
wchieved by atrengthenma the ongeing
refomn process and moving it further
alimag with the Tollowing oulputs {i)
enthancad capacity increating & suslained

program of  developang - skalled
proCareTnen prefessionnls, (i)
stremigihened ninagemenl und

monitoring of procurement I tarpet
agencies, (in ) mirsducion of eleciron:
govennment  procurcment iR s
agencies amd CPTU on ikt hasis, and
(ivh creation of greader public awareness
of aowell Tuncticning, poblic procunament
svatem by engagimg civil society, think
tanks, benelaciones, and the privale
sector, All theas actions are key cloments
in effective  mnplementation of  the
procurement law! rezubations. “There ang
4 components & the project of whech”
Introducing e-Crevernment Frocurnement
(=Gl which will support pketnsg eGP
on a phased approach in the tarpet
agencies oo make the system  more
transparent and lower costs™ is one.

The Werld Bank has been very cles
and determired in setting the objoctives of
e peaject. Thee Tone tenn sistanabs iy of
thez e- G svetem was clearly enunciated in
the PADY (Present Approsal Document)
threagh the Hominnted Sub-Consaltnm in
Rangladesh, This bas been fgnored and 1
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Javn Developer and | Tesher is envisagesd
froan Bangladesh. CPTU has formally
advised the mobabity & mdernct wath the
MNominated Sub-Consuliams in spite of
beang presented with Focal resoumces and
ComEls

There was o full-lTedged Jocal feam
of  professtonals  who  were never
approprntely used or consulted o get the
project donwe o schedule There were
many consnboncies en-gomg under ihe
PFRF Project bal apporently  these
resounces virtunlly mever mieracted 10
exchange  valuable kpowledge 1o
advanige from ench odher’s experiise,
The fonnal Wrap-up Meetings of the
Apprtisal Missions would be the only
occasion  where  these  dilferent
Consulting groups cnme weross ench
other. Stakelsolder tnput and stakebolder
buy-in could be much greater i the
concerted gl of the differet resouees
were bevernped,

The oblieration of the Mominated
Sob-Consuliant by gnotmg bow and
why this poszition wad created  will
basicnlly lead io planned ohenlescence of
the domestic capacity that las been
penernied during the penod of the FTRP
1 and FPEP I Farthermore knowledze
tramsfer hos been 1o the MNommated Sab-
Comsadtant who provided a gualified and

experienced Iocal team of  softwore |

7 Y -

developers do uberstond, coninbute,
assimilare and propagate o necessany

The stigma of the abeProcune clam
m s website thal Bangladesh eGP
system 15 heir “micm cprocurement
portal® can have lingering  elfecl
amangst the Users in Bangladesh, They
carlier claimed that they catered 10 the
emlire Clovermnenl  procunsment
Bamgladesh, At the moment i1 b5 beang
tned owl in four Torgel Agencies, The
Prime Mimister ond Finonce Mimster
have publicly states their desire toroll
oul the  svaiem in many  Covernment
agencied, The robusiness and mbegrity of
the s'stam o qoestion. Thas is Drther
aggravated bothe effon oo sideling
Bangladesh inputs ‘in aperniion amnd
mamagement #F the system. There are
over  umdred  of  engineers  awd
protedgionsals in the Tanget Agencica wl
are aware of the difficulties in the
system, Unnl now 11 appers that
evervone i co-apenming for the success
of elecimonic fendermg. When doubis
creep in ahout the seundness and smctity
of the system the possible benefits of &
buge veform propect will be lost With
creditality. of the CPTU bespoke ar
“micrey eProcurement™ |1§rr|'.:|| 1% 0
question, the Bonglndesh people may be
demied . the  benefits: of  eorly
mplementation and scceplance due
actavity of abeProcure. m
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PM Transcom Mobile and
Index IT Signes MOU

O 16 Feb. last PM Transeom Mobile Limited and Index
IT Limited have spned-ofl memonmdim of wdersginding
(O for selling Bamsung Mobibe from their own [T ouwtlets;
M, Shakil Chowdbiy, Deputy Ohenerl Manager, Fiemee &
Accounts, Transcom Mobike and Mobmmomad Apeceur Rahnsan
Munaging Derector, hidex TT were the MOLU signatory
persons. Durng the ceremony Arshnd Hug, Chief Operating

OiMieer, Tramscom Maobale Shekh Abdullah Ak, General
Manager, Trnscom Mobile, Mohbubal Haszan Mational Sales
Mamager, Tramscom Mobile Mahifue Rabhman [irector, Sales
& Morketing, Index 1T, Md. Safiul Iskam Fhan, Manager,
Business Developoent, Inde 1T, M, Absin Dah, Asastant
Mimager. Executive Monaganent. Trunscem Mobile and 8
M. Tanve Mobsan Assedant Bumager, Organzial Charme],
Tramscom Mobile Limited ) were presend there, From onwords
Samesang Mabile would be avialable at 5 dafferent Index [T
Omtkets in Dihaka and Marnyangonj «

D-LINK Empowers
Users With D-Link
Cloud Initative

Dl mirodiees ats DeLink Clowd product boe, marking
o proundbresking commiiment to enhonce ils numerouns
comatimner networkmg products wath fresh and  innovstive
chond fctionality. The new cloud capabilities will resull in
v isabnliy anel effiortless setugs for mamy popular [
Link devices inchxding network cameras. roaters, und slerage
devices These Toncions will be made accesible via the
mpdlink website or mydlink mobils application

Markel nessmeh fiom Chirtner recently. confrmes] that the
er of the 'personal clood has amived: "We're entering a new
ery of the personn] choud, which s becoming the center of
poeple’s digial lived. ssid Angela Melntyre. in Garner's
October 270, 2001 webinar tithed iPad and Bevend: What the
Futnre of computing holds: Bubesgquently, D-Link fonesees that
a5 wsers becomie mone mabile thinks 1o expinded wirelss
conmectivity, they nesd o convenient way o explorg their
e nelwarks ancd comitent from anywihere. DeLak Clod i3
[:-Link's solution to this need

‘Crentive, f-loving users want o experience ihe mest
from their, Debmk products’, said Roger Bao, B-Link
Clhuirmon med CEC,

For  more  information.  pleass
allimk-clod com=hiipctiwww dlnk-closd com=

Authorzed Degtribator- Bpectnum Engineering Comsoni
Lad Cefl: OTRA1-566504  0FT11-566304 «
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Oracle Announces The
Availability of OCSAM

O March 22 last Craele his anneunced bere m Dihaka the
avalabibity of Oracle Communications Service Aviilubiliy
Machine (CCEAMY, an optimized hardwire and  soltwane
solutaod that enables nebwork eguipment providers (MEPs) 1o
quickly deliver ‘wero downtime” applications — such as [FTV,
Pabicy Contrel, Charging, el o camminucalions service
pruviders (CEPs)

The mgad growth of mobdde  brondband - services,
penliferntion of  smuriphones. and  demmsd for rich medio
applicetions has  significantly  incressed  the need  for
applicaron platiormea thal can provide umprecedentad levels of
Iagh availability with sesion nitegrity. Uil nosw, BEPS have
hant to custoan build these capabilities i cach application,
slowing  Ume-to-marker and mereasmg pooject nsk, . Witk
Omcle Conmnunications Service Availability Machine, NEFs
can oow focus therr mesonrces on bidldimg  mnovative
applications by lewveraging Omicle’s productized  service
availahibity capabahnes

Hetwork equipment  providers  can  use  Oracke
Commumcatons Service Aviskabihity. Mochme's oidof-the.
b development envirpnment and standurdized herdware and
saftwine mirastructune o more elficiently’ creme and deploy
innovative, highly-ovailable applicaticos o CEPs, socelemting
time-ta-pevieniie while rediscing project nsk

Crncle Conmumications: Service: Availahifity Michine
mehedes  (hacle Communications  Service  Avalabul iy
softwine — ncquired through Omcle's acquisition of CoAhead
Software m September 2011 with ‘mital availabality on
Oracle’s. Sun Metra 6000 and Oracle Lo, Oracle
Communcations  Service Avadlababity Machioe ileprates
Ocle’s camier-grade handwane leadership with GoAhead’s
proven service availabelay software and expeste,  This mew
approach helps reduce project risk and ensure predictability
wln creating next-generation applications and services. «

STBL Releases HP Envy 15
Notebook PC in Bangladesh

Smart Technalognes  HD
Limited (STBL) introduced the
redesignedd HPP  EWNYY 15
notebook PO m Hangladeshi that
i - TATTes =t |.1I111I|!I'lL'E amd
s advanced  technok with

c
PrECIEION |.'r:|r"|5|||.'||1s-l'|||:-_ swhake
allowing fir the touch of Tuxury

Featuring a clean and delmtive gpeometric design, s
cssence of the new HP EMVY1S lics in the details and
erafsmanshup, The notebgok sports an allametad chassis with
rounded edges in o classie black and sibver findsh, and sccened
Iy subille el details

Users can elevite their Wimdows experience with quicker
benat-uge with as faat as 21 seconds, tum on the sheep nsbe in
as little a5 3 seconds, und resume work in as lite as | second

Integrted mio the new HE ENVY 15, HF Wareless Ao
tram=fonms the netebook into o full home. audie system. It
allows waeps 10 stream high-goality sade (o up 1o far eoemeal
devices or directly to any Kleer Net device. Advanced tri-band
comnectivity redoces mlerfenmce, log tnne and ladency For e
highest soumed quality. HP Wireless Andio streams  souml—
MLSIE, MEAIES aF games— up to 3 im any direcion

For contact 1730517731 «

P 1 1
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