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B ENGLISHSECTON
Innovation Is The First Priority To ASUS

Being a country of more than 160 million people, Bangladesh is becoming one of the very significant markets to take care of. And
ASUS is doing it very well. ASUS is a widely recognized brand in home or abroad. They are offering more than 16 categories of
products, ranging from notebooks to smartphones. For 17 years now, Global Brand Private Limited offers the ASUS products in
Bangladesh. To celebrate their 17 years of corporate bonding, on November 16 this year Managing Director of ASUS India and
South Asian Regional Head, Peter Chang visited Bangladesh for a two-day brief tour. Peter started his journey with ASUS as a

Product Manager and since then he has contributed to different divisions like Account Sales, Market Development Manager,
Regional Director and Country Manager. Last month, during his visit to Bangladesh, we had the opportunity to talk with Peter. We
discussed various aspects mostly on what ASUS's plan for our domestic market. Here is the extract from the full interview.
This interview was conducted by Main Uddin Mahmood, Associate Editor of Computer Jagat and special correspondent Mehedi Hasan.

Computer Jagat (CJ): Let our readers
know about ASUS's corporate mission in
Bangladesh?

Peter Chang: In general everyone wants
to be the market leader in this digital era.
In Bangladesh, we also want to keep
expanding our market share. Actually,
because of our partners support, we even
do it more advance here than in other
countries around. So we want to be a
very strong brand in Bangladesh, may be
the strongest in all Asia.

CJ: We know that ASUS is a worldwide
top-three consumer notebook vendor and
maker of the world’s best-selling, most
award-winning motherboards. Our

reader would like to know the secrets
behind these.

Peter: We always emphasize on our
innovation, on our good product. And for
the good products we need solid
planning, marketing in to the right
market, right timing, and I think also
right active duties. We are on the right
track I think. For example, in Asia, we
are a very stable company. We never had
sudden growth or sudden fall. And that’s
all because of our good product.

CJ: What is the ASUS winning formula?
Peter: To me, good planning is always
our key to success. Because if we don’t
have good planning, we will have no
good products. We always have backup
plan to meet the awful situation. For me,
as well as for our head quarter, we
always prioritize on good planning, good
organization, and good local team
members. We combine all these and
work together to achieve the company
goal or met the set of targets. The
industry has evolved and so does we.

CJ: We know that ASUS has now over 16
product lines including its industry-
redefining FEee products, desktops,
servers, notebooks, handhelds, network
devices, CPT (chassis, power supply and
thermal) products and many more. What
is their market share in Bangladesh in
contrast to global market?

Peter: In Bangladesh? For the notebooks
or laptops, what you say, now we

achieved a market share of 16 to 18
percent, which is, so far as I know,
ranked number 2 here in Bangladesh. It’s
awesome. And you know it’s even higher
than our world average, I remember our
world averages is like 12 percent. I
would like you to know that beside our
popular product category in Bangladesh,
we want to set up a good base for our
other products. So our target for next
year or the years ahead is to gain more
and more market
share.

CJ: How Global
Brand is doing
here in respect to

ASUS products? 'Iﬂ"&lﬁﬂﬁﬂfl : IBLE

Peter: We have a
partnership with
Global Brand for
around 17 years
now. We
achieved Y
m a n y
milestones, hit so
many  targets.
And as I already said, laptop market
share here in Bangladesh is above the
global average. Without their support we
wouldn’t be able to make it.

CJ:  ASUS  launched  ZenFone
worldwide; do you have any plan to
launch ZenFone in Bangladesh?

Peter: So far, we have launched ZenFone
in very limited country. It is our new
flagship product. It has a very good
design with excellent features. As the
price is a bit higher than the average, we
are testing the market by launching it in
fewer countries. But we are planning to
launch it in more countries soon. And if
we get good feedback, we may launch it
to Bangladeshi market as well. So, after
I come back, I may bring some good
news.

CJ: What are the challenges here in
Bangladesh? And how your company
wants to cope up with that?

Peter: Yes, more and more companies are
emerging into the industry. Our strategy
is to make a good customer base, make

Peter Chang
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them happy with our innovation.

CJ: What is ASUSs future plan
regarding Bangladeshi market?

Peter: Of course, we will continue to
expand our product line. We are doing
great with laptops and tablets. All-in-one
products are also here, but we have more
other products. So we want to really have
more products in Bangladesh. Instead of
having a local office, we are continuing
with Global Brand.

CJ: This is an
era of mobile
technology like
smartphone.
Don't you think
ASUS is taking a
bit longer time to

grab the
opportunity?

Peter: Yeah, I
agree. The

m o b il e
penetration rate
in Bangladesh is
growing  very
fast. But we have so many product lines.
We can’t be a leader in every market
segment. First, we started focusing more
on notebooks. Then we are doing well
with tablets. I hope we will be doing well
also what we have started with
smartphone. And you will find we have
already launched some very good
smartphone in a very affordable price.

CJ: Don't you want to officially expand
your business with local branch in
Bangladesh?

Peter: We are evaluating our market
performance for expansion. Global
Brand is doing great, and so far they are
the ASUS now. One day, when the time
will come, we might need local offices
but so far we are continuing to develop
our partnership with Global Brand.

CJ: Thank you, Peter. That’s all I needed
to know for our readers. I hope you are
enjoying your time in Bangladesh.

Peter: Yeah, nice weather, nice location,
nice food, just a bit chilly though. Thank
you too em
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Fenox puts the bang in
Bangladesh by raising a
$200M fund

Bangladesh is not the first place you’d think of when talking
about startup ecosystems. Their sheer size — a population of
156 million — however makes it the eighth most populous
country in the world, and that alone deserves some reckoning.
Here’s why. Despite only 21 percent of its population being
internet users, that already makes up roughly 33 million people
— not a number to laugh at. Throw in another 114 million
mobile phone subscribers, and you’ve got a huge market just
waiting to be taken. With 94 percent of its internet users
accessing the internet via a mobile device, their situation is not
unlike Myanmar, which has shown lots of promise in recent
years.

This is one of the reasons why Silicon Valley-based Fenox VC
(disclosure: Fenox is a Tech in Asia investor) has taken an
interest in the country, and is looking to put together a US$200
million fund — with the help of local and global entities — to
invest in startups emerging out of Bangladesh. This will make
it the first Silicon Valley VC firm to enter the country, and it
believes that ‘Bangladesh is ready to start tackling challenges
to create a rich startup ecosystem.’

‘Bangladesh has a large, young population, an outstanding
internet and mobile growth with an unexplored entrepreneurial
system which all make Bangladesh a place of innovation,
discovery, change, disruption, creation and investment,’ says
Kyle Kling, VP of business development at Fenox VC. ‘For
Fenox, Bangladesh qualifies as the right country to be a part of
in terms of developing the world’s most influential startups.’
Besides just putting their money in, Kling says that Fenox
intends to come down to the ground and ‘nurture, develop, and
grow Bangladeshi companies while connecting them to the
right strategic players.’

With this in mind, Fenox is putting its money where its mouth
is with an investment in Bangladeshi internet portal Priyo,
which is touted as the “Yahoo’ of the country with a similar
content model. According to Kling, the portal sees over 1
million unique visitors and 915,000 pageviews per day.
They’re working with several content partners and newspapers
to share and syndicate news.

With the rapid growth of mobile and internet users locally, the
company expects to continue an upward trajectory. The team is
now in the midst of working out a partnership with
Bangladesh’s leading cell phone provider, GrameenPhone,
which has 50 million users, as well as local smartphone vendor
Symphony, for a joint marketing campaign. If successful, it
will see Priyo’s mobile app and logo pre-installed on up to 5
million Symphony smartphones, and GrameenPhone will also
provide free internet browsing access to the internet portal
through its mobile internet.

Zakaria Swapan, founder and CEO of Priyo, believes that the
entry of Fenox will ‘redefine the local high-tech industry.’
“Start-up culture is very new in Bangladesh. Our young
entrepreneurs have many ideas [that] can solve the local
problems. But, getting proper funding at right time is a big
challenge for them. Bangladeshi start-ups need proper funding,
management and right strategy to be successful even in local
market,” he explains.

Anis Uzzaman, general partner and CEO of Fenox VC, says:
‘Priyo is a perfect example of a Bangladeshi startup in which
Fenox VC sees stunning potential. Being the top news portal in
Bangladesh, backed by an outstanding team, coupled with
Bangladesh’s explosive internet and mobile growth, makes
Priyo a very exciting venture.’ Source : B4siS

Hasanul Islam of Flora with Dan Weisler

Flora feels proud to be a partner of HP, only Flora Limited’s
management from Bangladesh got opportunity to meet with Dan
Weisler, President-PPS of HP INC, who will be the next CEO of
HP Inc. So, it is really great honour for Flora Limited.

Bill and Melinda say

Gates Foundation to insist
on Open Access science
All funded research

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has drawn a line in the
sand: as of next year, it will only fund research that is released
in full, for free, immediately upon publication.

The Foundation’s pitching the decision as enabling greater

scrutiny of research,
and therefore better
outcomes.

A new Open Access
Policy spells out the
new rules: for the
next two years,
publishers will be
offered the chance
for a one-year
embargo of any
Foundation-funded
research. But once January 1st, 2017, ticks over, all bets are
off and researchers working for the Foundation will be
required to release their work “under the Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 Generic License (CC BY 4.0) or an equivalent
license.”

“This will permit all users of the publication to copy and
redistribute the material in any medium or format and
transform and build upon the material, including for any
purpose (including commercial) without further permission or
fees being required.”

The Foundation’s not asking scientific publishers to roll over:
the policy says it “would pay reasonable fees required by a
publisher to effect publication on these terms.” But it is
insisting that all research it funds is released, along with
underlying data, on the day of publication.

The decision is notable because many scientific journals
paywall research. The Gates Foundation funds over 1,000
papers a year, so insisting they are released in full at no cost to
the public gives the Open Access movement a nice little bit of
momentum.

Given that the Foundation is funding this effort it does not,
however, do much to help the development of alternative
business models for scientific publishers. Not every researcher,
after all, has the backing of an organisation with pockets as
deep as The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. source : interne: ®
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#include <stdio.h>

#define value 128

int main()

{

}
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#define check if(x>y)

#define print printf(‘Hello!!’); Excill
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#define padding(str, ch, nlength)
{

int len=strlen(str);
for(;len<nlength-1;++len)

str{len]=ch;
str[len]="\0’;

int main()
{
char str[28]="one million only”;

padding(str, #,28);
printf(“padded string : %s” str);
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